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CLUJUL, „ORA§UL-COMOARA” 

AL TRANSILVANIEI 

in a doua jumatate a secolului al XVI-lea §i pe parcursul 
secolului urmator Clujul este descris de marturiile 
contemporanilor ca fiind o „civitas primaria” (Georg Houfnagel), 
un ora§ „stralucitor” (Georg Reichersdorffer), o „cheie a intregii 
tari” (Transilvania)... un ora§ comercial mare §i bogat, bine cladit, 
cu puternice §i stravechi ziduri §i numeroase turnuri” 

(Giovanandrea Gromo). Un ora§ multietnic §i pluriconfesional; 
me§te§ugaresc §i negustoresc, dar §i princiar §i aristocratic; 
animat de intense manifestari de religiozitate, oferind insa, in 
acela§i timp, un model de toleranta remarcabil pentru aceasta 
epoca. Ascensiunea sa politica a fost insotita de o exceptionala 
acumulare de valori economice, artistice §i culturale care au 
justificat atribuirea §i consolidarea unui supranume cu care putine 
ora§e se pot mandri: acela de „ora§ comoara” (ora§ al comorilor). 

Civilizatia, prosperitatea §i avutia unui ora§ sunt, 
intotdeauna, rezultatul unor acumulari realizate pe parcursul mai 
multor secole. Privilegiul regelui Carol Robert de Anjou din 1316, 
care conferea Clujului decazut, din 1275, la situatia umila de sat 
(villa) apartinand episcopiei Transilvaniei statutul de „ora§ (liber) 
regal” (civitas regia) a fost momentul unui nou inceput, al unei 
ascensiuni continue §i durabile. Momente importante pe traseul acesteia au fost privilegiile regilor Ludovic de Anjou §i 
Sigismund de Luxemburg, acesta din urma acordand Clujului, in anul 1405, dreptul de a realiza o considerabila extindere a 
incintei sale fortificate , sau protectia speciala de care ora§ul a beneficiat din partea unui alt mare rege, clujean prin na§tere: 



Clujul in 1617. Gravura de Georg Houfnagel. 
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In the second half of the 16th century and throughout the 
following hundred years, Cluj was described in the writings of its 
contemporaries as a “civitas primaria” (Georg Houfnagel), a 
“bright” city (Georg Reichersdorffer), a “key to the entire 
country” (Transylvania) “...a great, rich commercial city, well- 
built, with strong and ancient walls and numerous towers” 
(Giovanandrea Gromo). A multi-ethnic and pluri-confessional city; 
a city of craftsmen and merchants, a town equally princely and 
aristocratic; animated by intense religious expressions, yet in 
itself a model of tolerance remarkable for that time. Its political 
rise was endorsed by its exceptional accumulation of economic, 
artistic, and cultural values that justified its renown few cities can 
pride themselves in: that of “treasure city” (city of treasures). 

The civilization, the prosperity and the wealth of a city are 
always the outcome of several centuries' development. The royal 
diploma issued by King Charles Robert of Anjou in 1316, who 
granted Cluj since 1275 a humble village [villa) belonging to the 
bishopric of Transylvania the statute of “(free) royal city” [civitas 
The City of Cluj in 1617. Engraving by Georg Houfnagel. re Si a ) marked a new beginning, one of continuous and sustainable 

development. Major moments throughout its evolution were the 
privileges granted by kings Louis de Anjou and Sigismund de Luxemburg the latter conferring the city of Cluj the right to 
considerably expand its fortifications in the year 1405, or the special protection the city enjoyed from another great king, 
born in Cluj: Mathias Corvinus (1458-1490). In the second half of the 16th century, together with the rise of Transylvania as 
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Mathias Corvinus (1458-1490). in a doua jumatate a secolului al 
XVI-lea, odata cu afirmarea principatului autonom al 
Transilvaniei, rolul istoric al Clujului a devenit unul de prima 
marime. 

Aici, in biserica Sf. Mihail, in prezenta voievozilor 
Alexandria Lapu§neanul §i Patra§cu cel Bun, a fost incoronat, in 
1556, cel din urma rege ales al Ungariei medievale, loan al II-lea 
Sigismund Zapolya. Acela§i edificiu a gazduit un mare numar de 
sesiuni ale Dietei Transilvaniei; cu prilejul uneia dintre aceasta, 
in 1594, a fost adoptata istorica decizie a aderarii Transilvaniei 
la marele razboi antiotoman al Ligii Sfinte. Un numar insemnat 
de principi, guvernatori sau generali-comandanti ai 
Transilvaniei §i-au avut §i aici re§edintele sau §i-au legat numele, 
in diferite alte moduri, de acela al acestui ora§. ii putem aminti, 
in acest context, pe loan Sigismund §i pe mama sa, regina 
Isabella, pe cardinalul Martinuzzi, pe §tefan, Cristofor, 
Sigismund §i Andrei Bathory, pe generalii Castaldo §i Basta, pe 
Moise Szekely sau §tefan Bocskai, acesta din urma nascut chiar 
la Cluj, in casa de pe actuala strada Matei Corvin. Marii principi 
ai secolului ai XVII-lea Gabriel Bethlen, Gheorghe Rakoczi I §i al 
II-lea, au contribuit la dezvoltarea economica §i culturala a 
„ora§ului comoara” §i la modernizarea fortificatiilor sale. Cel din 
urma principe al Transilvaniei autonome, Mihail Apafi, a rezidat 
timp indelungat la Cluj, membri ai familiei sale fiind 
inmormantati in biserica reformata de pe str. M. Kogalniceanu. 

Spectaculoasa evolutie a acestui ora§ a fost insotita §i 
sustinuta de remarcabile progrese ale productiei §i comertului, 
ale artei, invatamantului §i culturii. Valorile care au creat faima 
„ora§ului-comoara” au fost produse de numero§ii membri ai 



Sterna ora§ului Cluj, biserica Sf. Mihail, sec. XVI 
The arms of the city of Cluj, St. Michael Church, 16th c. 
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an autonomous province, Cluj gained a major role in history. 

There, in St. Michael church, in the presence of voivodes Alexander Lapu§neanul and Patra^cu the Elder, the last 
king of medieval Hungary, Joan II Sigismund Zapolya, was crowned king. The same edifice housed many of the official 
meetings of the Transylvanian Diet; it was during such a meeting that in 1594 the historical decision of having Transylvania 
join the great anti-Ottoman war waged by the Holy League was taken. An important number of princes, governors or 
commanding generals of Transylvania established their residences here, or somehow mingled their names with the destiny of 
this city. Such were Joan Sigismund and his mother queen Isabella, cardinal Martinuzzi, Stephen, Christopher, Sigismund 
and Andrew Bathory, generals Castaldo and Basta, Moses Szekely or Stephen Bocskai the latter himself born in Cluj, in the 
house on the present-day Matei Corvin Street. The Great Princes of the 17th century Gabriel Bethlen, George Rakoczi I and 
II, all contributed to the economic and cultural rise of the “treasure city” and to the modernization of its fortifications. 
Michael Apafi, the last prince of autonomous Transylvania, resided in Cluj for a long time, the members of his family being 
buried in the Reformed Church on M. Kogalniceanu Street. 

The city’s spectacular evolution was also sustained by the remarkable progresses made in terms of manufacturing, 
trade, arts, education and culture. The values that wove the fame of the “treasure city” belonged to the numerous members of 
its over 60 guilds associations of craftsmen which had started running as early as the 14th century. Some of the most 
important contributors to the city wealth were the goldsmiths ( aurifabn ), master crafts in terms of the artistry of their 
works. No less important were the woodworkers ( mensatori ), carpenters ( carpentarii ), tailors ( sartores ), furriers (pellipari ), 
leather-dressers ( cerdortes ), shoemakers and boot makers ( sutores, cothurnari), ironsmiths (fabri ), locksmiths ( seratores ), 
tinworkers ( cantrifusores, stannarii), masons ( muratores ), stonemasons (politores lapidum, lapicida), potters ( lutifiguli ), barrel 
makers ( doleatori ), butchers ( carnifex ) and numerous others. 

The quest for production and the entrepreneurial spirit were doubled by the religious sensibility that during the 
Reform enabled the city to witness one of the most radical and original versions of anti- trinitarianism: the Unitarian 
doctrine promoted by the Cluj-born Francisc David. Catholics or Lutherans, Reformed or Unitarians, the citizens of Cluj 
succeeded in developing and promoting a remarkably successful cohabitation. This tolerance was undoubtedly one of the 
bases of the foundation, in Feleac -a village within the city's dominions- of an Orthodox Metropolitan Seat of Transylvania, 
whose hierarchs have been attested as early as the last decades of the 15th century. 

Residing in Cluj ever since its acknowledgement of the royal city status, later eclipsed by the rising crafts and trade 
bourgeoisie, noblemen returned to the city in the 17th and 18th century. Representatives of old, traditional families Apafi, 
Banffy, Bathory, Bethlen, Bocskai, Suky, Teleki or Toldalagi, if it were to mention but a few they all conferred urban life a 
breath of aristocracy, which impacted municipal and everyday life. 
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celor peste 60 de bresle corporatii de me§te§ugari care au functionat aici cu incepere din secolul al XlV-lea. Printre cei mai 
importanti creatori ai bogatiei ora§ului s-au numarat aurarii ( aurifabri ), care s-au impus prin calitatea de exceptie a 
realizarilor lor. Alaturi de ei trebuie amintiti tamplarii ( mensatori ), dulgherii ( carpentarii ), croitorii ( sartores ), blanarii 
(peilipari ), tabacarii ( cerdones ), pantofarii §i cizmarii (sutores, cothurnari ), fierarii (fabri), lacatu§ii ( seratores ), cositorarii 
( cantrifusores , stannarii ), zidarii ( muratores ), cioplitorii in piatra (politores lapidum, lapicida), olarii (lutifiguli), butnarii 
( doleatori ), macelarii ( carnifex ) §i numero§i altii. 

Aventura productiei §i a spiritului comercial a fost insotita de manifestari ale unei sensibilitati religioase care a dus 
intre altele, in epoca Reformei, la afirmarea in acest ora§ a uneia dintre cele mai radicale §i originale versiuni ale 
antitrinitarianismului: unitarianismul promovat de clujeanul Francisc David. Catolici sau luterani, reformati sau unitarieni, 
clujenii au reu§it sa dezvolte §i sa promoveze o remarcabila experienta a convietuirii. Acest spirit de toleranta a fost, fara 
indoiala, responsabil pentru constituirea la Feleac, sat care apartinea domeniului ora§ului, a unei Mitropolii ortodoxe a 
Transilvaniei, ai carei ierarhi sunt atestati din ultimele decenii ale secolului al XV-lea. 

Existenti in Cluj inca de la obtinerea statutului sau de ora§ regal, obligati apoi sa i§i restranga prezenta in secolele 
afirmarii burgheziei me§te§ugare§ti §i comerciale, nobilii au revenit in cetate in secolele al XVII-lea §i al XVIII-lea. 
Reprezentanti ai unor familii de veche traditie - Apafi, Banffy, Bathory, Bethlen, Bocskai, Suky, Teleki sau Toldalagi, pentru a 
aminti doar cateva dintre ele - ace§tia au conferit vietii sale urbane o puternica trasatura aristocratica, reflectata in 
dezvoltarea sa urbanistica §i in desfa^urarea vietii sale cotidiene. 

A existat insa la Cluj §i o alta aristocratie, acea a spiritului, a artei, a invatamantului §i a culturii, alcatuita din 
oameni a caror faima, faurita prin ei in§i§i, a depa§it-o, adeseori, pe aceea a reprezentantilor vechilor familii de stapanitori de 
pamanturi. Printre ace§tia s-au numarat profesorii celei dintai Universitati clujene, intemeiata de principele §tefan Bathory 
in 1579, ai colegiilor reformat §i Unitarian care au functionat aici in secolul al XVl-lea §i, mai presus de toti, umani§ti cum au 
fost Gaspar Heltai sau Apaczai Csere Janos, tipografi, pedagogi sau oameni de §tiinta, autori ai unor opere care se inscriu in 
patrimoniul universal al valorilor umanitatii. 


Portal (detaliu) 
Portal (detail) 
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CLUJUL MEDIEVAL §1 PREMODERN. 
REPERE ISTORICE 


CETATEA DE LA CLUJ-MANA§TUR 

In secolul al X-lea, pe promontoriul denumit mai tarziu „Calvaria”, situat in apropierea Some§ului Mic, a fost ridicata 
o cetate cu val de pamant cu palisada, langa care s-a dezvoltat o a§ezare civila importanta. Cetatea, de forma elipsoidala, cu o 
suprafata de 215 x 95 m, avea trei laturi intarite cu un puternic val de pamant, inalt de 10-13 m, cu un §ant de aparare cu 
latimea de cca 30 m. Latura de nord a platoului, foarte abrupta, nu a facut necesara ridicarea unui val de pamant, ea fiind 
intarita doar cu o palisada simpla. Fortificatia de pamant §i lemn de la Cluj-Mana§tur a fost identificata cu cetatea de 
re§edinta a conducatorului roman Gelou, mentionata in Gesta Notarului Anonim al regelui Bela ( castrum suum iuxta fluvius 
Zomiis position). Aceasta ipoteza nu poate acceptata fara rezerve, dar nici respinsa in totalitate. Cetatea de la Cluj-Mana§tur 
este una dintre cele mai importante din Transilvania in evul mediu timpuriu, cand rolul sau politic, economic §i administrate 
a fost unul foarte important. 

Istoria fortificatiei de la Cluj-Mana§tur este una bogata in evenimente. Ea prezinta, de asemenea, o serie de aspecte 
controversate. Afectata de atacurile pecenegilor din preajma anului 1068, cetatea a fost refacuta si consolidate dupa 
infrangerea acestora. In secolul al XH-lea, la Cluj-Mana§tur se afla re§edinta comitilor de Cluj, prima atestare documentary a 
unui asemenea comite datand din anul 1173 ( Thomas comes Clusiensiensis ). In anul 1213 este atestata documentar §i cetatea 
Cluj ( castrum Clus). Numele localitatii pare sa derive din latinescul clusa, „loc inchis”; el ar putea desemna, in contextul istoric 
al epocii, un loc de trecere strajuit. 

In ultimul sfert al secolului al Xl-lea, in timpul domniei lui Ladislau I cel Sfant, in aceasta cetate a fost instalat un 
convent benedictin care va avea un rol important in istoria Transilvaniei medievale. In 1222, abatele acestuia, aflat in conflict 
cu episcopia Transilvaniei, a primit din partea papei Honorius al Ill-lea, dreptul de a purta mitra §i inelul. In aceea§i incinta a 
functional potrivit opiniei speciali§tilor, arhidiaconatul catolic al Clujului. In interiorul fortificatiei arheologii au descoperit 
urmele unei biserici de tip bazilical, langa care a fost ridicata, la sfar§itul secolului al XH-lea, o rotonda romanica hexalobata. 

Cetatea de la Cluj-Mana§tur a fost cucerita §i distrusa la 11 aprilie 1241, in timpul marii invazii mongole asupra 
Europei Centrale, de catre armata condusa de Kadan, un nepot al marelui Gengis-Khan. 0 cronica medievala, Notitia 
Epternacensis, arata ca tatarii „au ucis in cetatea numita Cluse (Cluj) o nesfar§ita multime de ungari”, prin care trebuie sa 
intelegem nu neaparat etnici maghiari, cat locuitori ai Regatului Ungariei. Distrugerile provocate de invazia din 1241 au putut 
fi surprinse §i prin cercetarile arheologice realizate de Petru Iambor §i §tefan Matei. Dupa invazia din 1241-1242, cetatea de 




Cluj-Manastur, biserica §i fortificatia medieval-timpurie / Cluj-Mana§tur, the church and the early medieval fortress 
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la Cluj-Mana§tur §i-a pierdut vechea important^, iar abatia benedictina de la Cluj-Mana§tur a ramas singura stapanitoare a 
incintei sale fortificate. 


Clujul medieval 
gravura sec. XV 



Medieval Cluj 
engraving, 15th century 


„CETATEA VECHE” 

Nucleul ora§ului medieval Cluj a fost a§a-numita „Cetate Veche” (in limba maghiara „Ovar”), fondata in preajma 
anului 1260 de principele §tefan, rege-asociat al Ungariei §i duce al Transilvaniei (1257-1270). Aflat in conflict cu tatal sau, 
regele Bela al IV-lea, principele §tefan a cautat sa impulsioneze dezvoltarea economica a Transilvaniei prin instalarea de 
coloni§ti germani intr-o serie de localitati situate in afara mai vechilor zone de colonizare germana din sudul §i nord-estul 
provinciei. La Cluj, „oaspetii” germani ( hospites ) au fost a§ezati in zona din preajma actualei Piete a Muzeului, aceasta 
colonizare aflandu-se la originea a§a-numitei „Cetati Vechi” a Clujului. Incinta fortificata care imprejmuia „Cetatea Veche”, 
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Clujul medieval 

1. prima incinta (sec. XIII); 2. incinta a doua (sec. XV) 

Medieval Cluj 

1. the first enclosure (13th century); 2. the second enclosure (15th century) 


There was yet another aristocracy in Cluj, 
that of the spirit, of art, education and culture, 
consisting of people whose self-made fame often 
exceeded that of the old families of landlords. Such 
were the professors of the first university of Cluj, 
founded by prince Stephen Bathory in 1579, of the 
Reformed and Unitarian colleges that ran here in 
the 16th century and, above all, the Humanists 
such as Gaspar Heltai or Apaczai Csere Janos, 
typographers, pedagogues or science people, 
authors of works that are part of the universal 
heritage of humankind. 


MEDIEVAL AND PREMODERN CLUJ. 
HISTORICAL LANDMARKS 

THE CLUJ-MANA§TUR FORTRESS 

In the 10th century, on the promontory 
later called “Calvaria” located near the Some§ul 
Mic river valley, an earthen palisade fortress was 
erected, next to which an important civil 
settlement developed. Three sides of the 215 x 95 
m, ellipse-shaped fortress were reinforced with a 
sturdy 10-13 m high palisade, with a moat 
approximately 30 m wide. The northern steep side 
of the plateau did not require additional earthen 
reinforcement, as it was defended by a simple 
palisade. The earth and wood fortification in Cluj- 
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ale carei fragmente sunt pastrate in curtile de pe str. Regele 
Ferdinand, Sextil Pu§cariu §i Virgil Fulicea, a fost ridicata in 
aceea§i perioada. Un fragment al vechiului zid de incinta, cu 
adaugiri §i refaceri ulterioare, datorate integrarii sale in 
incinta fortificata largita din secolul al XV-lea, se pastreaza in 
curtea Liceului „George Baritiu”. Turnul din coltul sud-estic al 
„Cetatii Vechi ,, a supravietuit, partial, pana astazi, fiind 
incorporat in secolul al XVIII-lea in cladirea in care 
functioneaza in prezent Muzeul de Speologie. Aceasta incinta 
fortificata avea o suprafata de doar 7 ha. Accesul in §i din 
„Cetatea Veche” se facea prin doua porti, una fiind situata in 
zona actualei strazi Matei Corvin, iar cealalta ( w Poarta Apei”) 
pe latura nordica a zidului de incinta, inspre Canalul Morii. 

Dupa moartea protectorului sau, regele §tefan al V- 
lea (1272), Clujul a trecut prin momente dificile. In 1275 Clujul 
a fost acaparat abuziv, prin invocarea unei false donatii, de 
catre Petru Monoszlo, episcop al Transilvaniei intre 1270 §i 
1307. Devenit posesiune episcopala, Clujul nu mai putea 
aspira la recunoa§terea statutului urban, acesta fiind rezervat 
localitatii de re§edinta a episcopiei, Alba Iulia. Ca urmare, in 
intervalul 1275 1316, Clujul este numit in documente, in mod 
paradoxal, villa Clusvar („var” insemnand in limba maghiara 
„ora§” sau „cetate”, iar villa , in latina, avand in general 
semnificatia de „sat”). Mai ales coloni§tii germani a§ezati la 
Cluj au privit stapanirea episcopala ca pe o dominatie 
impovaratoare §i nu au incetat sa spere in aparitia unei ocazii 
care sa ii elibereze de aceasta. 
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Portalul bisericii Sf. Mihail, detaliu / St. Michael Church, front door, detail 





Mana§tur was identified as the siege of the Romanian warlord Gelou, mentioned in the work of the notary of king Bela's, 
Gesta ( castrum suum iuxta fluuius Zomus positum). This assumption can hardly be accepted without reserve, yet at the same 
time cannot be fully rejected. The Cluj-Mana§tur fortress is one of the most important in the early Middle Age Transylvania, 
while its political, economic and administrative role was a major one. 

The history of the Cluj-Mana§tur fortification is eventful and controversial. Damaged by the Pechenegs attacks 
around the year 1068, the fortress was rebuilt and consolidated after the defeat. In the 12th century, Cluj-Mana§tur housed 
the residence of the county lords of Cluj, the first historical documentation of such a lord dating back to the year 1173 
(Thomas comes Clusiensiensis). The first documented evidence of the fortress of Cluj ( castrum Clus) occurred in the year 1213. 
The name of the location seems to derive from the Latin clusa, "enclosure”; in the time's context, it might suggest a guarded 
passageway. 

In the last quarter of the 11th century, during the reign of Ladislaus I the Holy, a Benedictine convent was located 
here, which was to play a major role in the history of medieval Transylvania. In 1222, its abbey, then in conflict with the 
Transylvanian bishopric, was granted by Pope Honorius III the right to wear the miter and the ring. The same building 
premises housed according to specialists the Catholic archdeaconship of Cluj. Within the fortification, archaeologists 
discovered the remains of a basilica-type church, next to which a Roman style six-sided rotunda was erected in late 12th 
century. 

The Cluj-Mana§tur fortress was conquered and destroyed on April 11, 1241 during the great Mongolian invasion over 
Central Europe by the army of Kadan, the great Genghis-Khan's grandson. A medieval chronicle, Notitia Epternacensis, sows 
the Tatars “killed in the fortress named Cluse (Cluj) many Hungarians”, by which we must understand not ethnic 
Hungarians, but dwellers of the Kingdom of Hungary. The destructions caused by the 1241 invasion were also proven by the 
archaeological investigations carried out by Peter Iambor and §tefan Matei. Following the 1241-1242 invasion, the Cluj- 
Mana§tur fortress lost its importance, and the Benedictine abbey in Cluj-Mana§tur became the only ruler of the fortified 
enclosure. 


“The Old Fortress” 

The nucleus of the medieval city of Cluj was the so-called “Old Fortress” (“Ovar”, in Hungarian), founded around 
1260 by prince Stephen, associated king to the throne of Hungary and duke of Transylvania (1257-1270). While in conflict 
with his father king Bela IV, prince Stephen tried to economically develop Transylvania by bringing in German settlers from 
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CLUJUL ORA§ LIBER REGAL 
(CIVITAS REGIA) 



Eliberarea Clujului de sub stapanirea episcopiei a 
avut loc in 1316, anul izbucnirii razboiul civil dintre regele 
Carol Robert de Anjou §i nobilimea din Transilvania, 
sustinatoare a autonomiei acestei tari sub conducerea fiilor 
fostului voievod Ladislau Kan (1294-1315). Pentru a-§i 
deschide calea catre centrul Transilvaniei, Carol Robert a 
trasformat o artera comerciala mai putin importanta, aceea 
de pe valea Cri§ului Repede, intr-un adevarat drum 
strategic, protejat de cetatea regala de la Bologa, ridicata in 
aceasta perioada. Acest drum patrundea in Transilvania 
pana la Cluj, localitate pe care Carol Robert a transformat-o 
intr-o baza de operatiuni a regali§tilor care luptau impotriva 
nobilimii rebele. Pentru a-§i asigura sprijinul clujenilor, 

Carol Robert le-a acordat, prin diploma regala din 19 august 
1316, libertatile la care ace§tia aspirau. Clujul a dobandit 
statutul de „ora§ regal” (civitas regia), devenind astfel ora§ 
potrivit dreptului urban european. Locuitorii sai obtineau 
dreptul de a-§i alege singuri judele §i parohul, de a judeca o 
larga serie de infractiuni savar§ite pe teritoriul ora§ului, de 
a circula liber §i de a face comert in toata Transilvania, fara 

a plati vama pentru marfurile lor. Autoritatea voievodului Transilvaniei asupra Clujului era in mod sever limitata. Clujenii 
aveau obligatia de a plati regelui un impozit anual, la sarbatoarea Sfantului Martin, §i de a trimite pentru oastea regala cate 
un osta§ bine echipat §i inarmat la fiecare 60 de gospodarii. Cel dintai jude al ora§ului, mentionat in docuinentul din 1316, a 
fost comitele Stark, apartinand comunitatii germane, preodminante pe atunci in localitate. Acest privilegiu a schimbat pentru 
totdeauna destinul Clujului, reprezentand momentul de inceput al unei ascensiuni continue §i durabile. 

Cele doua mari neamuri patriciene care conduceau ora§ul, una cu o componenta preponderent germana, condusa de 
comitele Stark, iar cealalta predominant maghiara, legata de trecutul episcopal al ora§ului §i sprijinita de adversarii partidei 


Piatra cu inscriptia 
Stone inscripted. 


1477” 

1477” 


14 




a chain of locations outside the older areas of German colonization in the south and south-eastern province. In Cluj, the 
German “quests” ( hospites ) were settled in the present-day Museum Square, this very location becoming the starting point of 
the so-called “Old Fortress” of Cluj. The fortified premises around the ”01d Fortress”, the remains of which can be seen in the 
yards on Regele Ferdinand, Sextil Pu§cariu and Virgil Fulicea streets, were erected in the same period. A fragment of the 
older defense wall, with later add-ons and reinforcements due to being included in the broadened fortified system of the 15th 
century are still visible in the yard of the “George Baritiu” High School. The tower in the south-eastern corner of the “Old 
Fortress” partially survived to this day, in the 18th century being incorporated in the building with the Speleology Museum. 
The overall surface of these fortified premises was a mere 7 ha. The access to and from the “Old Fortress” was made via two 
gates, one located in the current Matei Corvin street, and the other (“The Water Gate”) on the northern side of the precinct 
wall, towards the Mill Canal. 

After the death of its protector, king Stephen V (1272), Cluj experienced rough times. In 1275, Cluj was abusively 
taken over by Peter Monoszlo, bishop of Transylvania between 1270 and 1307, through the means of a fake donation. A 
bishop possession now, Cluj could no longer aspire to being acknowledged as an urban centre, as this position was the 
exclusive right of the bishopric city of Alba Iulia. Consequently, in the 1275 1316 interval, Cluj is paradoxically mentioned in 
documents as villa Clusvar (“var” in Hungarian meaning “town” or “fortress”, and villa , in Latin, meaning “village”). Mostly 
German settlers in Cluj looked at the bishopric rule as a burdening domination, and never ceased to hope for a new 
opportunity to rid themselves from it. 


CLUJ FREE ROYAL CITY 
(CIVITAS REGIA) 

Freeing Cluj from under the bishopric domination took place in 1316, the year when the civil war between king Carol 
Robert de Anjou and the Transylvanian nobility broke out, the latter a supporter of autonomy from the rule of the sons of the 
former voivod Ladislaus Kan (1294-1315). To make his way towards the center of Transylvania, Charles Robert changed a 
commercial route of lesser importance on the valley of Cri§ul Repede river into a true strategic road, guarded by the royal 
fortress in Bologa, erected in this period. This road entered Transylvania and reached Cluj, which Charles Robert changed 
into an operations base for the royalists fighting against the rebellious nobility. To ensure the Cluj citizens' support, Charles 
Robert granted them in a royal diploma in August 19 1316 the freedom they desired. Cluj was thus granted with the statute of 
“royal city” (ci vitas regia), thus becoming a city according to the European urban law. Its inhabitants had the right to elect 
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pro-angevine, s-au aflat intr-un indelungat §i sangeros conflict, 
desfa§urat intre anii 1327 §i 1340. Dupa o serie intreaga de 
distrugeri, asasinate, dueluri §i incendieri, conflictul a 
culminat prin asaltul organizat asupra ora§ului de catre 
partida ostila comitelui Stark, in anul 1340. Pentru a face fata 
amenintarii, clujenii au solicitat sprijinul o§tirii voievodale, 
impreuna cu care i-au invins pe „rebeli” §i au executat o buna 
parte a acestora. A fost o victorie importanta pentru sustina- 
torii regalitatii, care au continuat astfel sa beneficieze de 
protectia acesteia. Privilegiile ora§ului au fost largite in 
continuare de catre cei doi regi din dinastia de Anjou, Carol 
Robert §i Ludovic cel Mare. In 1331, ca rezultat al sprijinului 
acordat de clujeni campaniei regale din Tara Romaneasca, 
ora§ul a primit dreptul de judecata asupra hotilor §i talharilor 
nenobili sau nobili, scutirea de plata vamii la traversarea 
posesiunilor episcopului Transilvaniei §i dreptul de folosinta a 
padurii regale din Muntii Gilaului. 

In secolul al XlV-lea ora§ul a cunoscut o dezvoltare 
economica §i demografica accelerata, extinzandu-se catre sud 
§i est. Actuala Piata a Unirii a devenit principala piata 
comerciala a ora§ului, in pofida situarii sale in exteriorul 
incintei fortificate. In jurul acestei piete au inceput sa fie 
ridicate case ale me§te§ugarilor §i comerciantilor. In 1349, in 
aceasta piata a inceput constructia monumentalei biserici 
parohiale cu hramul Sf. Mihail, care se adauga unei mai vechi 
capele dedicate Sf. Iacob. Odata cu ridicarea acestei biserici, 
Clujul a inceput sa i§i dezvolte o noua trama stradala, 
exterioara zidurilor, fata de care zona Cetatii Vechi a devenit 
cu timpul periferica. In 1362 este mentionata documentar cea 
dintai strada clujeana, Strada Podului (Platea Pontis), care 
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Sf. Gheorghe ucigand balaurul, copie dupa originalul de la Praga 
St. George killing the Dragon, copy after de original in Prague 




their own judge and vicar, to judge a series of crimes occurred within the city limits, to move freely and trade throughout the 
entire Transylvania, without paying customs for their goods. The Transylvanian voivod's authority over Cluj was severely 
limited. The citizens were obliged to pay an annual tax to the king on St. Martin's day, and to dispatch a well-equipped and 
armed trooper to the royal army, one for every 60 households. The city's first judge, as mentioned in the 1316 document, was 
comes Stark, a German community member, at that time predominant in the city. This privilege changed the destiny of Cluj 
for ever, as it marked the beginning of a continuous and sustainable development. 

The two patrician nations that ruled the city, one mainly German, ruled by comes Stark, and the other mainly 
Hungarian, linked to the city's bishopric and endorsed by the adversaries of the pro-Angevine party, engaged in a long and 
bloody conflict between 1327 and 1340. After a series of destructions, assassinations, duels and arsons, the climax was 
reached during the assault on the city by the party hostile to Stark, in the year 1340. To cope with the threat, the citizens 
called in the voivod's army, with the aid of which they defeated the “rebels” and executed many of them. This was an 
important victory for the supporters of royalty, who thus continued to benefit from its protection. The city gained even more 
privileges from the two kings in the de Anjou dynasty, Charles Robert and Louis the Great. In 1331, as a result of the support 
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urma traseul actualei strazi Regele Ferdinand. In 1377 este atestata §i sterna ora§ului, reprezentand un zid cu trei turnuri in 
care se afla o poarta cu hersa ridicata. 

0 remarcabila marturie a dezvoltarii me§te§ugurilor artistice in Clujul secolului aJ XlV-lea este pastrata in gradina 
Palatului Regal din Praga: este vorba despre statuia turnata in bronz a Sfantului Gheorghe ucigand balaurul, realizata de 
fratii clujeni Martin §i Gheorghe, in anul 1373. O copie a acestei statui, realizata la sfar^itul secolului al XlX-lea, se afla astazi 
in fata bisericii reformate de pe str. M. Kogalniceanu. Cei doi frati clujeni, fiii pictorului Nicolae, sunt autorii statuilor de la 
Oradea, reprezentandu-i pe sfintii regi ai Ungariei, statui topite de turci dupa cucerirea ora§ului, in 1660. Mai putin cunoscut 
este faptul ca Martin, cel mai mare dintre frati, este mentionat documentar in anul 1362, sub forma Martinus perator 
(„Martin, decoratorul”), in calitate de participant la asaltul armat organizat de clujeni asupra conventului de la Cluj-Mana§tur. 
Me§te§ugul turnarii statuilor de bronz era inca atat de nou in epoca, incat practicantii sai nu erau inca asimilati categoriei 
sculptorilor, fiind numiti cu termenul generic de „decoratori”. 


CONVENTUL DE LA CLUJ-MANA§TUR 

Dupa invazia tatara, intre ora§ul Cluj §i abatia de la Cluj-Mana§tur a aparut o rivalitate care s-a prelungit de-a lungul 
intregii epoci medievale. In 1342, clujenii in§i§i recuno§teau ca manastirea de la Cluj-Mana§tur era mai veche decat ora§ul lor. 
Abatia de la Cluj-Mana§tur dispunea de un vast domeniu, alcatuit din cateva zeci de sate. Reconstruita in a doua jumatate a 
secolului al XIILlea, ea era inconjurata de asemenea de un zid de incinta din piatra. Cu incepere din secolul al XlV-lea, 
conventul de la Cluj-Mana§tur a functionat ca „loc de adeverire”, emitand §i confirmand documente carora avea autoritatea de 
a le conferi valoare juridica. Fiind singurul loc de adeverire din Transilvania de Nord, aceasta activitate aducea conventului 
venituri importante, care se adaugau acelora obtinute din exploatarea domeniilor pe care le detinea. 

Rivalitatea dintre abatia de la Cluj-Mana§tur §i ora§ul Cluj a luat uneori forma unor conflicte violente. In 1362, 
zidurile abatiei au fost luate cu asalt de catre un numar de cateva zeci de me§te§ugari, patricieni §i nobili locuitori ai Clujului, 
aflati in urmarirea unui nobil din Suceag cu care aveau un diferend. Potrivit marturiei documentelor, clujenii erau „echipati 
asemeni cavalerilor” (tamquam milites pylati ), cu „cama§i de zale, plato§e, coifuri §i manu§i de fier”, §i inarmati cu „lanci, 
scuturi §i diferite alte arme”. In 1467, conventul de la Cluj-Mana§tur s-a asociat rebeliunii nobiliare impotriva regelui Matia 
Corvinul, spre deosebire de ora§ul Cluj, care i-a ramas credincios purtatorului coroanei Ungariei. Ca urmare, Matia a ordonat 
ca zidul de incita care inconjura manastirea sa fie demolat, decizie care era §i pe placul clujenilor. In 1556, odata cu victoria 
Reformei, abatia benedictina de la Cluj-Mana§tur a fost desfiintata, bunurile acesteia trecand in proprietatea statului. In 
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given to the royal campaign in Walachia, the city was granted with the right to judge ignoble or aristocrat thieves and 
highwaymen, the exemption from customs whenever crossing the bishopric's possessions in Transylvania and the right to use 
the royal forest in Gilaului Mountains. 

In the 14th century, the city underwent an economic and demographic boom, expanding southward and eastward. 
The present day Unirii Square became the city's main commercial market, despite its location, outside the fortified precinct. 
It was around this square that the houses of craftsmen and merchants were built. In 1349, the construction of the 
monumental parochial church St. Michael began, added to the older chapel dedicated to St. Jacob. With the erection of this 
church, Cluj started developing a new street network, outside the walls, compared to which the area of the former Old 
Fortress became peripheral. In 1362, the first documentation of a street in Cluj was made, related to the Bridge Street (Platea 
Pontis), which followed the path of the current-day street King Ferdinand. In 1377, the city's coat of arms was attested, 
consisting of a wall with three towers, its portcullis open. 

A remarkable proof of the craftsmanship of the 14th century is kept in the garden of the Royal Palace in Prague: the 
statue cast on bronze of St. George killing the dragon, made by the Cluj brothers Martin and Gheorghe, in the year 1373. A 
copy of the statue, made in the late 19th century, lies today in front of the Reformed Church on M. Kogalniceanu street. The 
two Cluj brothers, sons of the painter Nicholas, are the authors of the statues in Oradea that represent the holy kings of 
Hungary, statues melted down by the Turks after they conquered the city in 1660. Little known is that Martin, the older 
brother, was mentioned in a document in 1362 as Martinus perator (“Martin, the decorator”), as a participant to the siege the 
Cluj citizens organized against the Cluj-Mana§tur convent. The craft of casting bronze statues was still so new at that time 
that its practitioners were not yet assimilated to the guild of the sculptors, but were generically called “decorators”. 


THE CLUJ-MAnA§TUR CONVENT 

After the Tatar invasion, a rivalry ensued between the city of Cluj and the Cluj-Mana§tur abbey, which lasted 
throughout the entire medieval age. In 1342, the citizens themselves acknowledged the Cluj-Mana§tur monastery was older 
than their city. The Cluj-Mana§tur abbey owned a vast domain consisting of scores of villages. Rebuilt in the second half of the 
13th century, it was also surrounded by a stone wall. Starting with the 14th century, the Cluj-Mana§tur convent ran as a 
“place of authentication”, issuing and confirming documents with legal authority. As the only place of legal validation in 
northern Transylvania, this translated into generous revenues to the convent, which added to what was gained from the 
exploitation of the domains. 
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1579, manastirea a fost donata de principele §tefan Bathory 
ordinului iezuit, ramanand in posesia acestuia pana la 
desfiintarea sa de catre imparateasa Maria Tereza, in 1773. 
Ulterior, biserica a fost abandonata §i apoi demolata, fiind 
reconstruita §i adusa la infati§area sa actuala la sfar§itul 
secolului al XlX-lea. 


Biserica de la Cluj-Mana§tur, foto sec. XIX 
Cluj-Mana§tur church, 19th Century picture 


PRIVILEGIILE LUI SIGISMUND DE LUXEMBURG. 

EXTINDEREA ORA§ULUI MEDIEVAL 

Prin diploma din 2 iulie 1405, regele Sigismund de Luxemburg a conferit ora§ului Cluj dreptul de a se extinde prin 
ridicarea unei noi incinte fortificate, ce apara o suprafata de cca 45 de hectare. Clujenii au primit din partea aceluia§i rege o 
serie de noi privilegii comerciale §i vamale, extinse nu doar in Transilvania §i Regatul Ungariei, ci §i in Regatul Boemiei. De 
asemenea, ora§ului i s-a acordat dreptul de a-§i rascumpara obligatiile militare. Ora§ul era scos de sub jurisdictia voievozilor, 
vicevoievozilor §i juzilor regali, acordandu-i-se dreptul de a alege 12 jurati. Judele §i juratii judecau pricinile ora§enilor, avand 
dreptul de a aplica inclusiv pedeapsa cu moartea. 
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The rivalry between the Cluj-Mana§tur abbey and the city of Cluj often turned violent. In 1362, the walls of the abbey 
were besieged by several dozens of Cluj craftsmen, patricians and noblemen, who were in pursuit of a Suceag aristocrat they 
had a bone to pick with. According to documents, the assailants were “equipped as knights” {tamquam milites pylati), with 
“scale shirts, armors, helmets and iron gloves”, and armed with “spears, shields and various other weaponry”. In 1467, the 
Cluj-Mana§tur convent joined the noblemen's rebellion against king Mathias Corvinus, unlike the city of Cluj, faithful to the 
bearer of the Hungarian crown. Consequently, Mathias ordered the demolishing of the defense wall around the monastery, a 
decision greatly favored by the citizens of Cluj. In 1556, once the Reform won, the abbey in Cluj-Mana§tur was dissolved, and 
the goods were appropriated by the state. In 1579, the monastery was donated by prince Stephen Bathory to the Jesuit order, 
which they held until the order was suppressed by Mary Theresa, in 1773. Later, the church was abandoned and then 
demolished, being rebuilt in its currentrday appearance in late 19th century. 


PRIVILEGES OF SIGISMUND DE LUXEMBOURG. 

EXPANSION OF THE MEDIEVAL CITY 

In his July 2 1405 diploma, King Sigismund of Luxembourg granted the city of Cluj the right to expand by building a 
new fortified defense wall, which defended an area of approximately 45 hectares. The citizens were also granted a series of 
new commercial and customs privileges, extended not only to Transylvania but also to the Kingdom of Hungary and the 
Kingdom of Bohemia. In addition, the kingdom was granted the right to buy out its military obligations. The city was 
exempted from the jurisdiction of voivods, vicevoievods and royal judges, and was also granted the right to elect 12 jurors. 
The judge and the jurors dealt with the litigations of the citizens, and had the right to sentence death penalty. 

20 more towers were added to the system of fortifications, and guilds were responsible of the maintenance and 
defense of each. The Tailors' Tower ranked among the most important, being consolidated and rebuilt on several occasions, 
as it defended the south-eastern corner of the defense wall, considered the most exposed to attacks. Other towers equally 
important and representative were those of the city's main gates: the Tower of the Bridge Gate, Tower of the Hungarian Gate, 
Tower of the Middle Gate, Tower of the Turda Gate, reinforced with a strong barbican, and the Tower of the Mana§tur Gate, 
also reinforced with a barbican and entrusted to the guild of the Drapers. How important these towers were is reflected in the 
fact that in the 18th century, the then Baroque tower of church St. Michael, badly built, was affected by an earthquake; the 
tower was demolished and the clock was put on the Tower of the Mana§tur Gate. After this tower was in its turn demolished, 
in the year 1843, the clock was put on the Reduta building, the present-day Ethnographic Museum of Transylvania, which is 
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Incinta fortificata largita era intarita cu 20 de turnuri, a caror 
intretinere §i aparare cadea in sarcina breslelor din ora§. Unul dintre cele mai 
importante era Turnul Croitorilor, consolidat §i refacut in repetate randuri, care 
apara coltul de sud-est al zidului de incinta, considerat a fi cel mai expus 
atacurilor. Importante §i reprezentative erau, de asemenea, turnurile principa- 
lelor porti ale ora§ului: Turnul Portii Podului, Turnul Portii Maghiare, Turnul 
Portii de Mijloc, Turnul Portii Turzii, intarit cu o puternica barbacana, §i Turnul 
Portii Mana§turului, intarit de asemenea cu o barbacana §i incredintat breslei 
Postavarilor. Functia de reprezentare a acestor turnuri este ilustrata de faptul ca 
in secolul al XVIII-lea, atunci cand turnul baroc al bisericii Sf. Mihail, prost 
construit §i afectat de un cutremur, a fost demolat, ceasul de pe acesta a fost 
instalat pe Turnul Portii Mana§turului. Dupa demolarea acestui turn, in anul 
1843, ceasul a fost instalat pe cladirea Reduta, in prezent Muzeul Etnografic al 
Transilvaniei, unde se gase§te §i astazi. 

Alaturi de Turnul Croitorilor, singurul care a supravietuit integral pana astazi, in forma care i-a fost data dupa 
refacerea sa de catre principele Gabriel Bethlen, se mai pastreaza nivelul inferior al Turnului Sapunarilor (Pompierilor), 
situat pe latura nordica a zidului de incinta, precum §i fragmente din turnurile Zidarilor §i Cizmarilor, de pe latura sudica a 
acestuia. 0 parte a numelor de strazi din Cluj sunt mentionate intr-un registru de dari din 1453: Strada Podului, Strada Lunga 
Dinlauntru, Strada Mijlocie, Strada Lupilor, Strada Sibiului, Strada Olarilor, Strada Carbunelui, Strada Ungureasca etc. S-au 
dezvoltat suburbii in partile nordica, vestica §i estica a ora§ului. Pentru mijlocul secolului al XV-lea, populatia ora§ului §i a 
suburbiilor sale este estimata la aproximativ 5000 de locuitori, Clujul fiind unul dintre cele mai insemnate centre urbane ale 
Transilvaniei. 



PIERDEREA TEMPORARA A PRIVILEGIILOR CLUJULUI. RASCOALA DE LA BOBALNA 

Libertatile dobandite de clujeni au fost puse sub semnul intrebarii in timpul a§a-numitei „rascoale de la Bobalna” 
(1437-1438). Unul dintre cei mai important! conducatori ai acestei mi§cari de inspiratie husita a fost magistrul loan din Cluj. 
§i alti conducatori ai rascoalei erau originari din targurile §i satele din apropierea ora§ului: magistrul Pavel din Voivodeni, 
„stegarul ob§tii maghiarilor §i romanilor ,, , Anton cel Mare din Buda (astazi Vechea), magistrul Toma din Sic §.a. Dupa o 
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also its current location. 

Next to the tailors' Tower, the only one to have fully survived to this day in its form after its renovation by prince 
Gabriel Bethlen, is the lower part of the Soap Makers' Tower (Firemen's Tower), in the northern part of the defense wall, as 
well as parts of the Masons' and Bootmakers' Tower, on its south. Some of the street names in Cluj are mentioned in a tax 
registry in 1453: Bridge Tower, The Thither Long Street, The Median Street, the Wolves' Street, the Sibiului Street, the 
Potters' Street, the Coal Street, the Hungarian Street etc. Suburbs developed in the northern, western and eastern parts of 
the city. In the middle of the 15th century, the population of Cluj and its suburbs amounted for approximately 5,000 
inhabitants, Cluj being one of the greatest urbane centers in Transylvania. 


Turnul Croitorilor 


Tailor’s Tower 
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prima victorie a rebelilor asupra o§tirii voievodale, acordul de pace dintre cele doua tabere s-a incheiat la Cluj-Mana§tur, la 6 
iulie 1437. Nefiind confirmata de rege, intelegerea a fost incalcata de nobili, ca §i aceea de la Apatiu, din septembrie 1437, care 
i-a urmat. La sfar§itul anului 1437 elementele cele mai radicale ale rasculatilor s-au ridicat din nou la lupta, sub conducerea lui 
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Turnul Portii Podului, foto sec. XIX / The Bridge Gate’s Tower, 19th century picture 
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THE TEMPORARY LOSS OF CLUJ PRIVILEGES. THE BOBALNA UPRISING 


The liberties obtained by the citizens of Cluj were put to the test during the so-called “Bobalna Uprising” (1437-1438). 
One of the most important leaders of this movement of Husite inspiration was the magistrate John of Cluj. Other leaders 
were themselves from the boroughs and villages around the city: magistrate Paul of Voivodeni, “the flag bearer of the 
Hungarian and Romanian community", Anton the Great of Buda (today's Vechea), magistrate Toma of Sic and others. After a 
first victory against the voivodal army, the peace agreement between the two camps was signed in Cluj-Mana§tur, on July 6 
1437. Not being confirmed by the king, the deal was broken by the nobles, as it happened later on the Apatiu truce, in 
September 1437. In the end of 1437, the most radicals of the rioters rose again, under the leadership of Anton the great of 
Buda. This time they wanted to “overturn the country's ways” and to institute a “new type of freedom” ( libertatis nova specie). 
Cluj opened up to the rioters and became, for a few weeks, the main center of the movement. Turda and Aiud joined the 
rebellion. Anton the Great and his men were yet unable to withstand the noblemen's army's siege, which recaptured Cluj in 
January 1438. The reprisals were brutal: Anton the great was chopped in front of the Cluj-Mana§tur convent; a large group of 
rioters were hanged along Calea Turzii. The triumphant nobility rose to the occasion to impose the annulment of certain city 
liberties of Cluj, whose dwellers were accused of joining the rebellion. The privileges and liberties were only reinstated with 
the benevolence of John Hunyadi and his Cluj-born son: king Mathias Corvinus. 


A KING BORN IN CLUJ: 

MATHIAS CORVINUS 

On February 23 1443, in the third hour of the morning, in the Mehffi house in Cluj (later known as the “Mathias 
House”) Mathias, the second son of John Hunyadi and Elisabeth Szilagy came to life. Local tradition, as recorded several 
generations later, has it that king Mathias was born on the ground floor, in the first room to the left side of the Gothic style 
gate preserved to this day. In the 16th century, during the city’s renaissance of the myth of the great king, this building was 
marked with an inscription, the text of which preserved in a 1758 transcription: „Matthias, dei gratia beatae memoriae olim 
Hungaryae, Bohemiae, Daimatiae, Croatiae rex , filius quo[n]dam domini Joannis Hunyadi, natus hie in isto hypocausto anno 
1444, die 27 Martii(!), 3 hora matutina, qui fideliter patriae inservivit regnavitque foeliciter usque ad vitae suae finem. “ [“Mathias, 
praised be his memory, by divine grace king of Hungary, Bohemia, Dalmatia and Croatia, son of the late lord John Hunyadi, 
was born here, in this room, in the year 1444, day March 27, in the third hour of the morning, and served his country 
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Anton cel Mare din Buda. Ei i§i propuneau de aceasta data „rasturnarea randuilelilor tarii” §i instituirea unui „nou tip de 
libertate” ( libertatis nova specie ). Clujul §i-a deschis portile in fata rasculatilor §i a devenit, pentru cateva saptamani, 
principalul centru al mi§carii. Rebeliunea a cuprins Turda §i Aiudul. Anton cel Mare §i oamenii sai nu au fost insa in masura 
sa reziste asediului organizat de armata nobiliara, care a recucerit Clujul in ianuarie 1438. Represiunea impotriva rasculatilor 
a fost dura. Anton cel Mare a fost taiat in bucati in fate conventului din Cluj-Mana§tur; un mare numar de rasculati au fost 
spanzurati de-a lungul Caii Turzii. Trimfatoare, nobilimea a profitat de ocazie pentru a impune anularea libertatilor 
ora§ene§ti ale Clujului, ai carui locuitori au fost acuzati de a se fi asociat rebeliunii. Clujenii §i-au redobandit privilegiile §i 
libertatile prin bunavointa lui loan de Hunedoara §i a fiului acestuia, nascut la Cluj: regele Matia Corvinul. 


UN REGE NASCUT LA CLUJ: MATIA CORVINUL 


La 23 februarie 1443, la cea de a treia ora a diminetii, in casa Mehffi din Cluj (cunoscuta ulterior sub numele de „Casa 
Matia”) a vazut lumina zilei Matia, cel de al doilea fiu al lui loan de Hunedoara §i al Elisabetei Szilagy. Traditia locala, 
consemnata cateva generatii mai tarziu, afirma ca regele Matia s-a nascut la parterul cladirii, in prima incapere de pe partea 
stanga, dupa intrarea pe poarta gotica pastrata pana astazi. In secolul al XVI-lea, in perioada rena§terii cultului clujean al 
marelui rege, aceasta incapere a fost marcata cu o inscriptie al carei text ni s-a pastrat intr-o transcriere din anul 1758: 
^Matthias, dei gratia beatae memoriae olim Hunganae, Bohemiae, Dalmatiae, Croatiae rex, filius quo[n]dam domini Joannis 
Hunyadi, natus hie in isto hypocausto anno 1444, die 27 Martii(!), 3 hora matutina, qui fideliter patriae inservivit regnavitque 
foeliciter usque ad vitae suae finem .* RMatia, de buna amintire, prin gratia divina rege al Ungariei, Boemiei, Dalmatiei §i 
Croatiei, fiul raposatului domn loan de Hunedoara, nascut aid, in aceasta incapere, in anul 1444, in ziua de 27 martie, la a 
treia ora a diminetii, care §i-a servit patria cu credinta §i a domnit cu fericire pana la sfar§itul vietii sale”]. 

In anul 1467, Matia Corvinul §i-a demonstrat afectiunea fata de casa in care vazuse lumina zilei scutindu-i pentru 
totdeauna pe proprietarii ei de achitarea indatoririlor §i impozitelor. Aceasta scutire, care a transformat „casa Matia” intr-o 
proprietate extrem de valoroasa, a fost recunoscuta §i respectata de regii §i principii care i-au succedat. Legatura lui Matia 
Corvinul cu ora§ul sau natal a fost una puternica. El a facut ora§ului donatii importante, intre care targul regal Cojocna §i 
satul Feiurdeni, confiscat de la rebelul §tefan Bathory. Matia a mic§orat in mod semnificativ impozitele clujenilor. El a 
incurajat, prin hotararile din 1467, 1478 §i 1485, a§ezarea in ora§ a iobagilor care i§i achitasera obligatiile fata de stapanii lor. 
A intervenit in conflictul dintre ora§ §i abatia de la Cluj-Mana§tur, pe care a obligat-o, in 1466, sa i§i darame zidurile de 
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Casa Matia,foto sec. XIX / The House of King Mathias, picture 19th century 


faithfully and ruled happily until 
the end of his life”]. 

In the year 1467, Mathias 
Corvinus proved his affection to 
the house he saw the light of day in 
by forever exempting the 
proprietors from paying taxes and 
dues. This exemption, which 
changed “Mathias house” in an 
extremely valuable asset, was 
acknowledged and respected by 
kings and princes who succeeded 
him. Mathias Corvinus' bond to 
his native town was a strong one. 
He made important donations to 
the city, among which the royal 
borough Cojocna and the village of 
Feiurdeni, confiscated from the 
rebel Stephen Bathory. Mathias 
significantly lowered the taxes 
paid by the citizens. In his 1467, 
1478 and 1485 decisions, he 
encouraged the serfs who had paid 
their duties to their masters to 
settle in. He mediated the conflict 
between the city and the Cluj- 
Mana§tur abbey, which he forced 
in 1466 to tear down the defense 
walls. Preoccupied by the good 
administration of the city, Mathias 
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incinta. Preocupat de buna functionare a administrate ora§ului, Matia a 
decis, in 1468, instituirea unei paritati in Consiliul celor 0 Suta intre patricieni 
(„oamenii cu stare buna”) §i membrii breslelor, care aveau dreptul sa i§i 
desemneze, fiecare, cate 50 de reprezentanti. Domnia sa este legata de 
finalizarea, refacerea sau inceperea constructiei catorva dintre cele mai 
reprezentative monumente ale ora§ului. De aceasta epoca sunt legate atat 
finalizarea bisericii Sf. Mihail, in preajma anului 1480, cat §i completarea 
incintei fortificate a ora§ului prin ridicarea, in preajma anului 1475, a 
Turnului Croitorilor. Biserica franciscanilor minoriti (in prezent reformats) 
de pe strada Lupilor (astazi M. Kogalniceanu), finantata printr-o consistenta 
donatie regala, a carei constructs a inceput in 1486, ii poarta pana astazi 
numele („Biserica lui Matia”). 

In legatura cu Matia, cronica lui Gaspar Heltai consemneaza una cele 
mai cunoscute §i mai indragite legende istorice clujene. Potrivit acesteia, 
Matia ar fi intrat incognito in Cluj, deghizat in student calator, pentru a 
controla atitudinea conducatorilor ora§ului fata de locuitori. Protestand 
impotriva abuzurilor comise impotriva oamenilor liberi, el a fost biciuit din 
ordinul judelui ora§ului §i obligat sa care lemne de foe pentru gospodaria 
acestuia. Legenda spune ca Matia ar fi scris cu carbune pe trei bu§teni de foe 
din curtea judelui urmatoarea insemnare: „Aici a fost regele Matia! Unde este dreptatea?”. Eliberat odata cu lasarea serii, 
regele s-a intors in tabara sa de la Gilau. A doua zi a revenit in ora§, de aceasta data in fruntea o§tirii sale, 1-a pedepsit pe 
judele ora§ului §i a poruncit stricta respectare a legilor care interziceau exploatarea abuziva a muncii oamenilor liberi. 



Blazonul parohului Gregorius Schleysing 

The arms of the parish priest Gregorius Schleysing 
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decided in 1468 to institute parity in the Council of One Hundred patricians (“well-to-do people”) and the guilds members, 
who had the right to assign 50 representatives each. His rule is related to the finishing, rebuilding or construction of some of 
the most representative monuments of the city. This is the age of the finishing of St. Mikhail's church, around 1480, as well as 
of the defense fortification network of the city by erecting, sometime around 1475, the Tailors' Tower. The church of the 
Franciscan Minorits (currently reformed) on Wolves' street (present-day M. Kogalniceanu), financed through a consistent 
royal donation, the construction of which began in 1486, still bears his name (“Church of Mathias”). 

As for Mathias, the chronicle of Gaspar Heltai records one of the best known and cherished historical legends of 
Cluj. Legend has it that Mathias once entered Cluj incognito, dressed up as a wandering student, to see what the leaders felt 
for the city dwellers. Protesting against abuse on ordinary people, he was whipped by order of the city judge and sentenced to 
carry firewood for his household. Mathias allegedly wrote in char on three fire logs in the judge’s yard: “King Mathias was 
here! Where has the justice gone?” Released, the king returned at nightfall in his Gilau camp. The next day, he returned to the 
city, this time in the head of his army, he punished the city judge and ordered that laws that prohibited abuse against 
ordinary free folks be strictly observed. 


TRANSYLVANIA’S “TREASURE CITY” 

In the second half of the 16th century and throughout the next, the city of Cluj is described by contemporaries as a 
“civitas primaria” (Georg Houfnagel), a “brilliant” city (Georg Reichersdorffer), a “key to the entire country” (Transylvania) 
“...a great, rich commercial city, well-built, with sturdy, ancient walls and numerous towers” (Giovanandrea Gromo). A multi¬ 
ethnic, multi-confessional city; a city of crafts and trade, as well as princely and aristocratic; welcoming and enjoyable, yet 
careful at conserving its privileges; animated with intense and overtly displayed religiousness, yet a model of tolerance 
remarkable for that age. Its political rise was accompanied by an exceptional accumulation of economic, artistic and cultural 
values that justified the attribution and consolidation of a renown few cities can pride themselves in: that of “treasure city” 
(city of treasures). 

The values that created its fame of “treasure city” were the produce of the numerous members of its over 30 guilds 
that were running here starting with the 14th century. The first attested guild in the town was that of the furriers, in 1367. 
Some of the top important creators of the city's wealth were the goldsmiths (aurifabri), who stood alone through the quality 
of their work. In the second half of the 16th century, the goldsmiths' guild comprised over 200 members, many judges and 
jurors being appointed from among them. The Cluj goldsmiths’ works gained European reputation, being known throughout 
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„ORA§UL COMOARA w AL TRANSILVANIEI 

In a doua jumatate a secolului al XVI-lea §i pe parcursul secolului urmator Clujul este descris de marturiile 
contemporanilor ca fiind o „civitas primaria” (Georg Houfnagel), un ora§ „stralucitor” (Georg Reichersdorffer), o „cheie a 
intregii tari” (Transilvania) ... un ora§ comercial mare §i bogat, bine cladit, cu puternice §i stravechi ziduri §i numeroase 
turnuri” (Giovanandrea Gromo). Un ora§ multietnic §i pluriconfesional; me§te§ugaresc §i negustoresc, dar §i princiar §i 
aristocratic; primitor §i ospitalier, dar atent la conservarea privilegiilor sale; animat de intense manifestari de religiozitate, 
oferind insa, in acela§i timp, un model de toleranta remarcabil pentru aceasta epoca. Ascensiunea sa politica a fost insotita de 
o exceptional^ acumulare de valori economice, artistice §i culturale care au justificat atribuirea §i consolidarea unui 
supranume cu care putine ora§e se pot mandri: acela de „ora§ comoara” (ora§ al comorilor). 

Valorile care au creat faima „ora§ului-comoara M au fost produse de numero§ii membri ai celor peste 30 de bresle care 
au functionat aici cu incepere din secolul al XlV-lea. Cea dintai breasla atestata documentar a fost aceea a blanarilor, 
mentionata in 1367. Printre cei mai importanti creatori ai bogatiei ora§ului s-au numarat aurarii ( aurifabri ), care s-au impus 
prin calitatea de exceptie a realizarilor lor. In a doua jumatate a secolului al XVI-lea, breasla aurarilor numara peste 200 de 
lucratori, din randurile ei fiind ale§i numero§i juzi §i jurati ai ora§ului. Operele orfevrarilor clujeni au dobandit o reputatie 
europeana, fiind cunoscute in intreaga Europa Centrala. Dupa incoronarea principelui §tefan Bathory ca rege al Poloniei, 
aurarii clujeni au fost chemati la curtea regala din Cracovia, fiindu-le incredintate comenzi dintre cele mai importante. Ei 
realizau cupe, cani, pahare, potire, pocale, cristelnite, monstrante, tacamuri, bijuterii, din aur, argint aurit sau argint, 
impodobite cu pietre emailate, poleite, filigranate sau realizate in stilul cunoscut sub denumirea de „modo transsilvanico”. 
Alaturi de ei trebuie amintiti tamplarii ( mensatori ), dulgherii ( carpentarii ), croitorii ( sartores ), blanarii (pellipari ), tabacarii 
(( cerdones ), pantofarii §i cizmarii ( sutores, cothurnari ), fierarii (fabri ), lacatu§ii {seratores), cositorarii ( cantrifusores , stannarii), 
zidarii ( muratores ), cioplitorii in piatra (politores lapidum, lapicida), olarii ( lutifiguli ), butnarii ( doleatori ), macelarii ( carnifex ) §i 
numero§i altii. 

La Cluj a functionat, cu incepere din 1527, o Casa a monetariei C Domus cementaria et auncusoria), in care erau batute 
monedele principatului. Situata la limita estica a Cetatii Vechi, in apropierea bisericii franciscane, monetaria clujeana a fost 
concesionata timp indelungat familiei clujene Filstich. In ora§ exista, de asemenea, o camara princiara, unde erau 
preschimbate metalele pretioase. §ederea indelungata a principilor in ora§ atragea negustori, me§te§ugari, oameni de litere, 
arti§ti. A fost o epoca de inflorire arhitectonica §i artistica, de dezvoltare urbanistica. Au fost construite poduri de piatra 
peste Some§ (1573, 1585), au fost realizate conducte de aducere a apei potabile din trunchiuri de brad perforate. 
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Turnul Portii Ungure§ti, sec. XIX / Hungarian Gate Tower, 19th c. 


the entire Central Europe. Following the coronation of prince Stephen Bathory as king of Poland, goldsmiths were called at 
the royal court of Krakow, and were entrusted with most important orders. They manufactured cups, jugs, glasses, chalices, 
goblets, baptism fonts, cutlery, jewels, all made in gold, gilt silver or silver, set with enameled stones, polished, worked in 
filigree, or worked in the so-called “modo transsilvanico” style. Next to them stood woodworkers ( mensatori ), carpenters 
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Registrul calfelor de butnari din Cluj 
Register of the barrel-makers guild 
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Registrul calfelor de butnari din Cluj (2) 
Register of the barrel-makers guild 













(i carpentarii ), tailors ( sartores ), furriers (pellipari ), leather-dressers ( cerdones ), shoemakers and bootmakers ( sutores , 
cothurnari), ironsmiths (fabri ), locksmiths ( seratores ), tinworkers ( cantrifusores, stannarii ), masons ( muratores ), stonemasons 
(politores lapidum, lapicida), potters ( lutifiguli ), barrel makers ( doleatori ), butchers ( carnifex ) and numerous others. 

Starting with 1527, a Mint House (Domus cementaria et auricusoria ) opened in Cluj, where coins of the principality 
were issued. Located on the eastern side of the Old Fortress, near the Franciscan church, the Cluj mint was a long time leased 
to the Cluj family of Filstich. There was also a princely room in the city, where precious metals were exchanged. As princes 
paid long visits to the city, so did merchants, craftsmen, men of letters, artists. It was an age of architectural and artistic 
flourishing and of urban development. Stone bridges were built over Some§ (1573, 1585), and water pipes made of hollowed 
fir trunks brought fresh water to the city. 


Piatra Francisc David / The preaching stone of Francisc David 



REFORM AND COUNTER-REFORM. 
DEVELOPMENTS IN EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

The adventure of production and trading spirit was 
accompanied by the manifestations of a religious sensibility that 
led, among others, in the age of the Reform, to the 
manifestation, in the city, of one of the most radical and original 
versions of anti-trinitarianism: the Unitarian movement 
promoted by the Cluj-born Francisc David. Catholics or 
Lutherans, Reformed or Unitarians, the citizens succeeded in 
developing and promoting a remarkable experience of survival. 
This spirit of tolerance was undoubtedly responsible for the 
constitution in Feleac a village that belonged to the city's 
domains of a Christian Orthodox Metropolitan seat of 
Transylvania, the hierarchs of which were mentioned in the past 
decades of the 15th century. 

The first Reform ideas entered Cluj in the fourth 
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REFORMA §1 CONTRAREFORMA. 
DEZVOLTAREA INVATAMANTULUI §1 A CULTURE 


Aventura productiei §i a spiritului comercial a fost insotita de manifestari ale unei sensibilitati religioase care a dus 
intre altele, in epoca Reformei, la afirmarea in acest ora§ a uneia dintre cele mai radicale §i originate versiuni ate 
antitrinitarianismului: unitarianismul promovat de clujeanul Francisc David. Catolici sau luterani, reformats sau unitarieni, 
clujenii au reu§it sa dezvolte §i sa promoveze o remarcabila experienta a convietuirii. Acest spirit de toleranta a fost, fara 
indoiala, responsabil pentru constituirea la Feleac -sat care apartinea domeniului ora§ului- a unei Mitropolii ortodoxe a 
Transilvaniei, ai carei ierarhi sunt atestati din ultimele decenii ate secolului al XV-lea. 

Primele idei reformatoare au patruns in Cluj in cel de-al patrulea deceniu al secolului al XVT-lea, in timpul parohului 
Adrian Wolphard. Luteranismul a facut progrese dupa stabilirea la Cluj a lui Caspar Helt, devenit pastor reformat §i autor 
binecunoscut in istoria literaturii maghiare sub numele de Gaspar Heltai. Sub influenta predicilor sate, populatia Clujului i-a 
alungat, in 1552, pe calugarii benedictini de la Cluj-Mana§tur. Au fost alungati, de asemenea, dominicanii din Cetatea Veche, 

manastirea acestora intrand, la randul ei, in patrimoniul 
ora§ului. Biserica Sf. Mihail a fost, la randul ei, preluata 
succesiv de catre luterani, reformati §i unitarieni, icoanele §i 
sculpturile din interiorul acesteia fiind inlaturate, iar 
pictura murala interioara acoperita cu var. In 1556, cladirea 
fostei manastiri dominicane a devenit, pentru cateva luni, 
re§edinta reginei Isabella, vaduva regelui loan Zapolya §i 
mama principelui loan Sigismund Zapolya. In acela§i an, 
centrul Reformei transilvanene s-a mutat la Cluj, ora§ 
devenit, datorita activitatii desfa§urate de Caspar Helt/ 
Heltai Gaspar §i Francisc David/ David Ferenc, scena unei 
efervescente culturale fara corespondent in Transilvania 
acestei epoci. 

in 1563, libertatea obtinuta de luterani se extindea 
§i asupra confesiunii calvine. Anii care au urmat au fost 
martorii ascensiunii lui Francisc David, care incepe sa 
Casa monetariei, placuta, sec. XVII / Mint house, inscription, 17th c. promoveze unitarianismul, confesiune antitrinitariana 
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Latura nordica a Pietei Mari, sec. XIX / The northern front of the Central Square, 19th c. 

decade of the 16th century, during the Adrian Wolphard term as vicar. Lutheranism made progresses after the Caspar Helt 
settled in Cluj, to become a reformed preacher and a well-known author in the history of Hungarian literature under the name 
of Gaspar Heltai. Under the influence of his sermons, the population of Cluj chased away the Benedictine monks from Cluj- 
Mana§tur, in 1552. Moreover, the Dominicans in the Old Fortress were also chased away, the monastery being included in the 
city's heritage. Church St. Michael was in its turn taken over successively by Lutherans, Reformed and Unitarians, the icons 
and sculptures inside removed, and the wall paint covered in lime stone. In 1556, the building of the former Dominican 
church became, for a few months, the residence of queen Isabella, widow to the king Johan Zapolyam and the mother of 
prince Johan Sigismund Zapolya. In the same year, the centre of the Transylvanian Reform moved to Cluj, a city which 
became, due to the activity of Caspar Helt / Heltai Gaspar and Francisc David / David Ferenc, the scene of a cultural 
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radicala, influentata de doctrina lui Miguel Servet. in 1568, unitarianismul victorios este deja adoptat de o mare parte a 
clujenilor, dar §i de principele loan Sigismund, care i§i stabile§te re§edinta la Cluj, in a§teptarea implinirii uneia dintre 
profetiile lui Francisc David, care anuntase ca a doua venire a lui Isus Christos va avea loc in acest ora§ in anul 1570. 
Neimplinirea acestei profetii a provocat dezamagirea multora dintre aderentii de marca ai unitarianismului. Pentru a salva 
situatia §i a-i pastra pe clujeni de partea sa, David a impins doctrina antitrinitariana pana la limitele sale, refuzand Fiului 
orice rol divin. in aceasta formula, antitrinitarianismul a fost acceptat de dieta de la Turda, in 1571, ca religie recepta a 
principatului, alaturi de catolicism, luteranism §i Calvinism. Clujul a ramas principalul centru al confesiunii unitariene, care 
nu a fost imbrati§ata decat sporadic §i local in restul Transilvaniei. 

Prin deschiderea manifestata fata de interpretarea libera a Bibliei §i prin promovarea limbilor nationale, Reforma a 
facut sa creasca interesul clujenilor pentru cultura §i invatamant. Inca de in 1557, Dieta Transilvaniei a hotarat constituirea, 
in cladirea fostei manastiri dominicane din Cetatea Veche, a unui Colegiu reformat in care studiile se faceau pe baza celor 
doua cicluri, trivium §i quatrivium. Colegiul s-a bucurat de serviciile unui corp profesoral de nivel european, printre profesorii 
care au predat aici numarandu-se loan Sommer, acela care, ulterior, va intemeia §i §coala latina de la Cotnari, in timpul 
domniei moldovene a lui Iacob Heraclides Despot. Au fost luate masuri pentru asigurarea accesului la invatamant a copiilor 
lipsiti de posibilitati materiale. in 1568, aceea§i cladire a fost acordata unitarienilor, care §i-au intemeiat propriul lor colegiu, 
la care au predat personalitati marcante ale antinitraniarismului european. 

Pentru a contracara influenta colegiilor reformat §i Unitarian, principele catolic §tefan Bathory a intemeiat, in 1579, 
Universitatea iezuita din Cluj, prima institutie de invatamant de acest nivel din Transilvania. Condusa de rectorul Antonio 
Possevino, Universitatea clujeana avea trei facultati, teologie, filosofie §i drept, §i acorda titluri de bacalaureat, doctor §i 
magistru, la fel ca universitatile europene. Decretul princiar din 1581 confirma statutul acestei institutii, careia principii 
catolici i-au acordat un domeniu alcatuit din 5 sate §i peste 500 de iobagi. In 1585, numarul studentilor inscri§i era de 180. 


36 




Blazon Petru Filstich, sec. XVII / The arms of Peter Filstich, 17th c. 


effervescence unmatched by the Transylvania of the time. 

In 1563, the freedom obtained by the Lutherans 
expanded over Calvinists. The years that followed witnessed the 
rise of Francisc David, who started promoting the Unitarianism, 
a radical anti-trinitarian belief influenced by the doctrine of 
Miguel Servet. In 1568, the victorious Unitarianism was already 
adopted by a large chunk of the citizens, as well as by prince John 
Sigismund, who settled in Cluj, awaiting for one of the 
prophecies of Francisc David to come true, the latter announcing 
that the second coming of Jesus Christ would occur in this very 
city, in the year 1570. The prophecy's failure caused a lot of 
disappointment among prominent Unitarian members. To save 
the day and keep the citizens on his side, David pushed Unitarian 
doctrine to its limits, refusing any divine role to the Son. In this 
formula, anti-trinitarianism was already accepted by the Turda 
Diet, in 1571, as the principality's accepted religion, together 
with Catholicism, Lutheranism and Calvinism. Cluj remained the 
main centre of Unitarianism, which was only sporadically and 
locally embraced in the rest of Transylvania. 

Through its openness towards the free interpretation of the Bible 
and by promoting national languages, the Reform helped to grow 
the interest of the citizens for culture and education. In 1557, the 
Transylvanian Diet decided to set up a Reformed College within 
the precinct of the former Dominican monastery in the Old 
Fortress, where education was based on two cycles, trivium and 
quatrivium. The college enjoyed the services of a European 
quality staff, including John Sommer, who later founded a Latin 
school in Cotnari, during the Moldavian rule of Jacob Heraclides 
Despot. Measures were taken to facilitate access to education for 
children who lacked material means. In 1568, the same building 
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§tefan Bocskai, principe al Transilvaniei 
Stephen Bocskai, prince of Transylvania 



Blazonul principelui §tefan Bocskai / The arms of prince Stephen Bocskai 

UN PRINCIPE CLUJEAN: §TEFAN BOCSKAI 

0 alta mare personalitate nascuta la Cluj, la 1 ianuarie 1557, a 
fost §tefan Bocskai, principe al Transilvaniei intre anii 1605 §i 1606. Cele 
patru placi comemorative pastrate pana in interiorul cladirii in care 
acesta s-a nascut (in prezent sediul Universitatii “Sapientia”) au fost 
realizate in anul 1606, de catre breasla pietrarilor din Cluj. Inscriptiile in 
limba latina, gravate cu litere antiqua, elogiaza faptele marete ale 
principelui. Interesante pentru mentalitatea epocii sunt distihurile 
referitoare la rolul fast al zilei de vineri §i al patroanei sale, zeita Venus, 
in viata principelui Bocskai (la data amplasarii pietrei, poetul Johannes 
Bock (Bocatius), poet §i consilier al principelui, nu avea cum sa §tie ca 
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was given away to Unitarians, who founded their own college, where personalities at the forefront of European anti- 
trinitarianism were teaching. 

To counteract the influence of the Reformed and Unitarian colleges, the catholic prince Stephen Bathory founded 
the Jesuit University in Cluj in 1579, the first such educational establishment in Transylvania. Run by rector Antonio 
Possevino, the Cluj University had three faculties, theology, philosophy and law, granted baccalaureate diplomas, doctor and 
magistrate degrees, same as any other European ones. The princely decree of 1581 confirmed the statute of this institution, 
to which catholic princes granted a domain consisting of 5 villages and over 500 serfs. In 1585, 180 students were studying in 
this university. 


A CLUJ PRINCE: STEPHEN BOCSKAI 

Another great personality was born in Cluj, on January 1 ianuarie 1557: Stephen Bocskai was a prince of 
Transylvania between 1605 and 1606. The four commemorative plates saved inside the building he was born in (the present- 
day building of the “Sapientia” University) were carved in 1606 by the stonemasons' guild in Cluj. The inscriptions in Latin, 
engraved with Antiqua characters, praise the prince’s outstanding deeds. What is interesting for th age's mentality is the 
distich related to the good omen of Friday and of the prince's patron, goddess Venus, in the life of prince Bocskai (at the time 
of the uncovering of the stone, poet Johannes Bock (Bocatius), the prince’s bard and adviser, did not know Bocskai would pass 
away on a Friday), concluded in an epigram that described the rivalry of the three goddesses of Olympus. The initiative to 
erect the slab must have been related to Bocskai's visit in Cluj, in August 1605. The decoration was based on a blazon 
surrounded by astragals, the shield of which displays the heraldry of the kingdom of Hungary and that of Transylvania. In the 
centre, the Bocskai de Kismarja family's blazon with a princely crown is enwrapped by an ouroboros, a symbol of the Order of 
the Dragon. The commemorative stone was ordered by the municipality for the prince's long-expected 50th birthday 
anniversary, who if Bocskai hadn’t expired in the meantime was to take place on January 1, 1607. 

Stephen Bocskai had a major role in settling in Cluj, in the districts outside the city walls, the mercenaries in the 
Hungarian puszta, from the ancient county of Bihor, at that time under Turkish threat. Located around Cluj, in the 
“ho§tezeni” districts until then inhabited mainly by Germans (their name deriving from the German word hofstadt, “a 
farmer’s household”); in time, Bocskai's mercenaries assimilated the local German population, in exchange adopting some of 
their traditions and occupations. 
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Bocskai va inceta din viata tot intr-o zi de vineri), incheiate cu o epigrama care descrie rivalitatea celor trei zeite ale 
Olimpului. Initiativa instalarii placii a fost, foarte probabil, legata de vizita lui Bocskai la Cluj, in august 1605. Compozitia 
avea ca piesa reprezentativa un blazon incadrat de astragale, al carui scut cuprinde insemnele heraldice ale Regatului 
Ungariei §i cele ale Transilvaniei. In centru, blazonul familiei Bocskai de Kismarja, timbrat de o coroana princiara, este 
incadrat de un ouroboros, insemn al Ordinului Dragonului. Piatra comemorativa a fost comandata de municipalitate pentru 
ocazia a§teptatei aniversari a celor 50 de ani de viata ai principelui, care -daca Bocskai nu ar fi incetat intre timp din viata- ar 
fi urmat sa aiba loc la 1 ianuarie 1607. 

§tefan Bocskai a avut un rol important in colonizarea la Cluj, in cartierele situate in afara zidurilor ora§ului, a 
haiducilor din pusta maghiara, din vechiul comitat Bihor, asupra caruia se extindea amenintarea turceasca. A§ezati in jurul 
Clujului, in cartierele „ho§tezenilor”, locuite pe atunci de o populatie preponderent germana (numele lor provine de la 
germanul hofstadt, „gospodarie taranasca”), haiducii lui Bocskai au asimilat cu timpul populatia saseasca locala, preluand in 
schimb unele dintre obiceiurile §i ocupatiile acesteia. 


iN VARTEJUL CONFLICTELOR EUROPENE: 

DE LA 10AN SIGISMUND LA RAZBOIUL DE 15 ANI 

Odata cu afirmarea Principatului autonom al Transilvaniei, rolul politic al Clujului a devenit unul de prima marime. 
Aici, in biserica Sf. Mihail, in prezenta voievozilor Alexandru Lapu§neanul §i Patra§cu cel Bun, a fost incoronat, in 1556, cel 
din urma rege ales al Ungariei medievale, loan al Il-lea Sigismund Zapolya. Acela^i edificiu a gazduit numeroase sesiuni ale 
Dietei Transilvaniei. Un numar insemnat de principi, guvernatori sau generali-comandanti ai Transilvaniei §i-au avut §i aici 
re§edintele sau §i-au legat numele, in diferite alte moduri, de acela al acestui ora§. Ii putem aminti, in acest context, pe loan 
Sigismund §i pe mama sa, regina Isabella, pe cardinalul Martinuzzi, pe §tefan, Cristofor, Sigismund §i Andrei Bathory, pe 
generalii Castaldo §i Basta, pe Moise Szekely sau §tefan Bocskai. 

In timpul Razboiului de 15 Ani (1591-1606), decizia asocierii Transilvaniei la marea coalitie antiotomana cunoscuta 
sub numele de Liga Sfanta a fostluata chiar la Cluj, in biserica Sf. Mihail, la 28 august 1594. Doua zile mai tarziu, la 30 august 
1594, adversarii politicii antiotomane promovate de principele Sigismund Bathory au fost executati in piata centrala a 
ora§ului, intr-una dintre cele mai sangeroase executii politice din istoria Transilvaniei. Dupa victoria obtinuta de Mihai 
Viteazul asupra principelui Andrei Bathory in lupta de la §elimbar (28 octombrie 1599), Clujul §i-a deschis portile, la 2 
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IN THE WHIRLWIND OF EUROPEAN CONFLICTS: 
FROM JOHAN SIGISMUND TO THE 15 YEAR WAR 


Once the autonomous principality of Transylvania asserted itself as such, the political role of Cluj became 
paramount. Here, in the St. Michael church, in the presence of voivods Alexander Lapu§neanul and Patra§cu the Elder, 
Johan II Sigismund Zapolya was crowned king in 1556, the last chosen king of medieval Hungary. The same edifice housed 
numerous meetings of the Transylvanian Diet. A significant number of princes, governors or general-commandants of 
Transylvania established their residences here or somehow attached their names to that of this city. Such were in this 
context loan Sigismund and his mother queen Isabella, cardinal Martinuzzi, Stephen, Cristofor, Sigismund and Andrei 
Bathory, generals Castaldo and Basta, Moses Szekely or Stephen Bocskai. 

During the 15 Year War (1591-1606), the decision to have Transylvania join the great Anti-Ottoman Coalition known 
as the Holy League was taken in Cluj, in St. Michael church, on August 28 1594. Two days later, on August 30 1594, the 
opponents of the anti-Ottoman policy promoted by prince Sigismund Bathory were executed in the city's main square, in 
what was one of the bloodiest political execution in the history of Transylvania. After the victory of Michael the Brave against 
prince Andrew Bathory in the battle of §elimbar (28 October 1599), Cluj opened its gates on November 2 1599, before 
Walachian governor Mihalcea, then leading a detachment of 1,000 riders. Michael the Brave, whose son Nicholas Patra§cu 
had attended the Jesuit College in the city, exempted the city from exceptional monetary contributions. Nonetheless, in 1600, 
the citizens joined the noblemen’s conspiracy against Michael, by giving a warm welcome to general Basta and swearing 
allegiance to emperor Rudolf II on September 13, in St. Michael church. A few days later, on September 18 1600, Michael the 
Brave was defeated on the battle of Miraslau. 

On February 5 1601, while Michael the Brave was wandering in Prague, his captain Baba Novae was executed in the 
main square of Cluj. Having joined the army of general Basta in December 1600, Baba Novae was betrayed by him and 
delivered to the Transylvanian nobles thirsty for revenge. Baba Novae and his Serbian confessor were burnt alive in dreadful 
torments, within an execution that lasted almost one hour and a half. After the execution, the two corpses were taken outside 
the fortress and impaled near the Tailors' Bastion. The execution expenses were detailed in the city's balance sheet: “We gave 
the gypsies for having tortured, burnt and impaled Baba Novae and the Priest, florins 7, dinars 50... We paid the 
executioners, for Baba Novae and the Priest, florins 3... We paid Luca Acsi, for having sharpened the pole for Baba Novae, 
florins 2.” 

In August 1601, after the Guruslau victory, Michael the Brave and general Basta entered the city of Cluj together 
through the Bridge Gate (located on the present-day King Ferdinand street, near the Romanian Post building). Michael the 
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noiembrie 1599, in fata banului Mihalcea, aflat in fruntea unui 
deta§ament de 1.000 de calareti. Mihai Viteazul, al carui fiu, 
Nicolae Patra§cu, studiase la colegiul iezuit din localitate, a 
scutit ora§ul de contribute bane§ti exceptionale. In 1600, 
clujenii s-au asociat insa conjuratiei nobiliare impotriva lui 
Mihai, primindu-1 in chip maret pe generalul Basta §i jurand 
credinta imparatului Rudolf al II-lea la 13 septembrie, in 
biserica Sf. Mihail. Cateva zile mai tarziu, la 18 septembrie 
1600, Mihai Viteazul a fost intrant in lupta de la Miraslau. 

La 5 februarie 1601, in timp ce Mihai Viteazul se afla 
in pribegie la Praga, capitanul sau Baba Novae a fost executat 
in piata centrala a Clujului. Intrat, in decembrie 1600, in 
serviciul generalului Basta, Baba Novae a fost tradat de acesta 
§i predat nobililor transilvaneni insetati de razbunare. Baba 
Novae §i duhovnicul sau sarb au fost ar§i de vii, in chinuri 
cumplite, in cadrul unei executii care a durat aproape o ora §i 
jumatate. Dupa executie, trupurile celor doi au fost scoase in 
afara cetatii §i infipte in doua tepe ridicate in apropierea 
Bastionului Croitorilor. Cheltuielile reclamate de aceasta 
executie au fost consemnate in detaliu in socotelile ora§ului: 
„Am dat tiganilor pentru ca au schingiuit, au torturat, au fript 
§i au tras in teapa pe Baba Novae §i pe Preotul, florini 7, dinari 
50 ... Am platit, pentru Baba Novae §i Preotul, celor doi calai 
florini 3 ... Am platit lui Luca Acsi, pentru ca a cioplit teapa 
pentru Baba Novae, florini 2.” 

In august 1601, dupa victoria de la Guruslau, Mihai 
Viteazul §i Basta au intrat impreuna in Cluj prin poarta 
Podului (situata pe actuala strada Regele Ferdinand, in apropi¬ 
erea sediului Po§tei). Mihai Viteazul a inaltat un steag pe locul 
in care fusese ridicat in teapa Baba Novae, dar Basta 1-a 
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Mihai Viteazul, gravura de Isaac Major 
Michael the Brave, engraving by Isaac Major 


Brave raised a flag where Baba Novae had been impaled, but was prevented from taking his vengeance on the Cluj citizens for 
the death of his captain. Under these circumstances, in Cluj, the arguments between Michael and Basta became acute, the 
Romanian voivod vehemently contesting the authority of the imperial general. A few days later, on the 19th of August 1601, 
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impiedicat sa se razbune pe clujeni pentru moartea capitanului sau. In aceste imprejurari, la Cluj, divergentele dintre Mihai §i 
Basta au devenit acute, voievodul roman contestand cu vehementa autoritatea generalului imperial. Cateva zile mai tarziu, la 
19 august 1601, din ordinul lui Basta, Mihai Viteazul a fost asasinat pe campia Turzii de capitanul valon Jacques de Beaury. 

Un ultim episod clujean al Razboiului de 15 Ani s-a consumat in 1603, cand Moise Szekely, cu sprijin turcesc §i 
tataresc, a asediat Clujul, care i§i pastrase garnizoana imperials §i ramasese fidel Ligii Sfinte. Generalul Basta i-a dezamagit 
pe clujeni, parasind ora§ul pentru a se refugia spre Satu Mare. La 25 mai, tatarii au navalit dinspre Dealul Feleacului, 
devastand §i jefuind suburbiile ora§ului. La 1 iunie, cand §i-a facut aparitia principele Moise Szekely, insotit de o armata 
turceasca comandata de pa§a Timi§oarei, ora§ul a fost incercuit, iar artileria turceasca a deschis focul asupra turnurilor §i 
zidurilor de aparare, dar §i asupra bisericii Sf. Mihail, pe a carei latura sudica se pastreaza pana astazi cateva ghiulele 
turce§ti. Dupa cateva zile de asediu, la 6 iunie 1603, clujenii au incheiat armistitiul cu Moise Szekely §i au cerut garnizoanei 
imperiale sa paraseasca ora§ul. Trei zile mai tarziu, la 9 iunie, locuitorii Clujului i-au alungat din ora§ §i pe iezuiti §i au pus 
capat existentei colegiului infiintat de ace§tia. 


CLUJUL IN SECOLUL PRINCIPILOR CALVINI 

Marii principi ai secolului ai XVILlea Gabriel Bethlen, Gheorghe Rakoczi I §i al Il-lea au contribuit la dezvoltarea 
economica §i culturala a „ora§ului comoara” §i la modernizarea fortificatiilor sale. La Cluj, in biserica Sf. Mihail, au fcst ale§i 
de catre dieta principii Sigismund Rakoczi, Gabriel Bathory §i, mai cu seama, la 22 octombrie 1613, Gabriel Bethlen, cel mai 
mare dintre conducatorii Transilvaniei, de numele caruia se leaga, printre altele, reconstruirea Turnului CroitorOor. Vizitat 
de solii din Tarile Romane sau din lumea europeana, Clujul este §i locul desfa§urarii unor evenimente diplomatice 
importante. Aid a fost semnat, bunaoara, tratatul de prietenie transilvano-muntean din 1622, intre principele Gabriel 
Bethlen §i voievodul Radu Mihnea. 

Preponderenta confesiunii unitariene la Cluj a provocat masuri represive din partea principilor Gheorghe Rakoczi I 
§i Gheorghe Rakoczi al Il-lea, care au reu§it, in cele din urma, destramarea unitatii confesionale a Clujului prin sustinerea 
comunitatii calvine. Astfel, in a doua jumatate a secolului al XVII-lea, Clujul devenise deja un ora§ majoritar reformat (calvin). 

In domeniul invatamantului, trebuie remarcata reluarea activitatii colegiului reformat, la conducerea caruia s-a aflat 
marele savant §i om de litere umanist Apaczai Csere Janos. Revenit in tara dupa studiile universitare efectuate in Olanda, 
Apaczai Csere Janos a fost numit initial profesor la colegiul din Alba-Iulia. Datorita opiniilor sale radicale, el a fost transferat 


44 



by order of Basta, Michael the Brave was assassinated on the Turda field by the Valon captain Jacques de Beaury. 

A final episode of the 15 Year War related to Cluj was consumed in 1603, when Moses Szekely, with Turkish and 
Tatar support, besieged the city, which had preserved its imperial garrison loyal to the Holy Leaue. General Basta 
disappointed the citizens by fleeing the city and taking refuge towards Satu Mare. On May 25, the Tatars stormed in from the 
Feleacul Hill, devastating and plundering the suburbs. On June 1, when prince Moise Szekely appeared in the company of a 
Turkish army under the command of the Timisoara pasha, the town was surrounded and Turkish artillery opened fire on the 
towers and walls, as well as on church St. Michael, the south side of which still preserves the marks of Turkish cannonballs. 
After several days of siege, on June 6 1603, the citizens signed a truce with Moses Szekely and asked the imperial garrison to 
leave the city. Three days later, on June 9, the citizens chased away the Jesuits as well, which put an and to the college they 
had founded. 


CLUJ IN THE CALVIN PRINCES' CENTURY 

The great princes of the 17th century Gabriel Bethlen, George Rakoczi I and II contributed to the economic and 
cultural development of the “treasure city” and to the modernization of its fortifications. In Cluj, in the St. Michael church, 
the Diet elected princes Sigismund Rakoczi, Gabriel Bathory and especially, on October 22 1613, Gabriel Bethlen, the 
greatest of all Transylvanian rulers, the name of whom is related, among others, to the reconstruction of the Tailors' Tower. 
Visited by ambassadors from the Romanian Countries or from throughout Europe, Cluj also became the place where major 
diplomatic events were taking place. For instance, this is where the Transylvanian-Walachian friendship treaty of 1622 was 
signed by prince Gabriel Bethlen and voivod Radu Mihnea. 

The majority of religious belief in Cluj being Unitarian, reprisals ensued from princes George Rakoczi I and George 
Rakoczi II, who eventually succeeded in dividing the religious unity by endorsing the Calvin minority. Thus, in the second 
half of the 17th century, Cluj had already become a mostly Reformed (Calvin) city. 

In the field of education, noteworthy is the attitude of the Reformed college, the manager of which was the great 
scholar and Humanist letterman Apaczai Csere Janos. Returned in the country after his studies in the Netherlands, Apaczai 
Csere Janos was initially appointed professor at the Alba-Iulia college. Due to his radical opinions, he was transferred in Cluj 
in the year 1656. Here, together with Andrew Porcsalmi and Paul (Pal) Csernatoni, Apaczai encouraged the development of 
education in the vernacular language and endorsed students from less financially able families. The vast scientific work of 
Apaczai included especially Magyar Encyclopedia (“The Hungarian Encyclopedia”), the first Hungarian work that included 
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la Cluj in anul 1656. Aici, impreuna cu Andrei Porcsalmi §i Paul (Pal) 
Csernatoni, Apaczai a incurajat dezvoltarea invatamantului in limba 
vernaculara §i i-a sprijinit pe studentii proveniti din familii mai putin instarite. 
Din vasta activitate §tiintifica a lui Apaczai se remarca in mod special Magyar 
Encyclopedia („Enciclopedia maghiara”) prin care a oferit, pentru prima data in 
limba maghiara, profilul §tiintelor europene ale secolului al XVII-lea. 

Evenimente dramatice s-au desfa§urat in Cluj §i in imprejurimile sale 
in 1558-1660, in timpul razboaielor transilvano-otomane. Dupa cucerirea 
Oradiei de catre turci, Clujul a ajuns un ora§ de granita, fiind obligat sa intretina 
o garnizoana militara §i sa renunte la unele dintre privilegiile sale. In mai 1660, 
in apropierea Clujului, intre localitatile Gilau §i Flore§ti, a fost purtata una 
dintre marile batalii ale secolului, in care principele Gheorghe Rakoczi al II-lea a 
infruntat o mare oaste turco-tatara, intarita §i cu deta§amente trimise de 
domnii din Moldova §i Tara Romaneasca. Principele transilvanean a fost infrant 
§i, in urma ranilor primite, a incetat din viata la Oradea, in iunie 1660. 

Cel din urma principe al Transilvaniei autonome, Mihail Apafi, a 
rezidat timp indelungat la Cluj, membri ai familiei sale fiind inmormantati in 
biserica reformats de pe str. M. Kogalniceanu. Marele capitan al Clujului §i 
comandantul armatei transilvane, Dionisie Banffy, a reu§it in aceasta perioada, 
prin imbinarea rezistentei militare cu negocierile diplomatice, sa opreasca 
extinderea hotarelor pa§alacului de Oradea. in 1674, principele Apafi, influentat 
de intrigile gruparii aristocratice de sub conducerea lui Mihail Teleki (cunoscuta 
sub numele de Liga Blestemata) 1-a arestat §i executat pe Dionisie Banffy. 
Disparitia acestui erou al rezistentei antiotomane a fost urmata de noi cuceriri 
ale turcilor, care au ocupat chiar §i Gilaul. De aceasta perioada critica din istoria 
ora§ului se leaga o alta bine cunoscuta legenda clujeana: aceea a ciobanului 
Donath, care i-ar fi prevenit pe clujeni ca turcii incearca sa devieze cursul 
Some§ului prin strapungerea dealului din stanga acestuia in locul numit, pana 
astazi, Taietura Turcului. Recunoscatori, clujenii ar fi ridicat in memoria lui 
Donath o statuie pe inaltimea respective. Ca orice legenda, §i aceasta are un 
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the profile of the European sciences of the 17th century. 

Dramatic events occurred in Cluj and the surrounding area in 
1558-1660, during the Transylvanian-Ottoman wars. After the 
conquest of Oradea by the Turks, Cluj became a border city, being 
forced to support a military garrison and to give up on some of its 
privileges. In May 1660, near Cluj, between the localities of Gilau and 
Flore§ti, one of the century's major battles was waged, in which prince 
George Rakoczi II confronted a great Turkish-Tatar army, reinforced 
with detachments sent by the lords of Moldova and Walachia. The 
Transylvanian prince was defeated, and due to injures inflicted on him 
on the battlefield, he expired in Oradea, in June 1660. 

The last prince of autonomous Transylvania, Michael Apafi, 
resided in Cluj for a long period of time, and members of his family 
were buried in the Reformed church on the M. Kogalniceanu street. In 
this period, the great captain of Cluj and commander of the 
Transylvanian army Dionysius Banffy succeeded by combining 
military resistance with diplomacy to prevent the Oradea pashadom 
from expanding. In 1674, prince Apafi, influenced by the cabals of the 
aristocratic group run by Michael Teleki (also known as the Cursed 
League) had Dionysius Banffy arrested and executed. The 
disappearance of this hero of anti-Ottoman resistance resulted into the 
Turks' new conquests, who got so close as to conquer Gilau. In relation 
to this time of turmoil, a well-known legend in the history of the city 
came to life: Donath the shepherd warned the citizens that the Turks 
were trying to deviate the river Some§ by cutting through the hill to 
the left named, to this day, the Turk's Slash. Grateful, the citizens 
erected a statue on that height in Donath's memory. Like in any 
legend, there is a tinge of truth in this legend as well. A statue did exist 
on the northwestern heights of Cluj, but it had been erected not in the 
memory of a shepherd, but on that of St. Donatus. 
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sambure de adevar. 0 statuie a existat, intr- 
adevar, pe inaltimile de la nord-vestul 
Clujului. Ea a fost ridicata insa nu in 
memoria unui cioban, ci in cinstea Sfantului 
Donatus. 


Putin inspirat in optiunile sale 
politice, Mihail Apafi a avut, in schimb, 
meritul de a incuraja afirmarea culturala a 
Clujului. Prin concentrarea in ora§ a mai 
multor tipografii, Clujul a devenit in aceasta 
epoca un important centru tipografic. Cea 
mai importanta tipografie transilvaneana 
din aceasta epoca a fost condusa de 
Misztotfalusi Kiss Miklos, care i§i insu§ise 
meseria de tipograf la Amsterdam. Intors 
acasa, el a realizat la Cluj Tipografica 
officina, prevazuta cu instalatii tipografice 
avansate pentru acea epoca. Insa, din cauza 
schimbarilor politice survenite dupa 1690, 

Misztotfalusi, aflat in permanent conflict cu autoritatile habsburgice, nu §i-a putut duce proiectele la bun sfar§it. Dupa 
incetarea sa din viata (1702), activitatea tipografica clujeana a cunoscut o perioada de regres. 


Fragment §emineu / Fireplace, fragment 



EPOCA STAPANIRII IMPERIALE 

In primele decenii ale stapanirii imperiale Clujul a fost, intre 1719-1732, sediul Guberniului Transilvaniei, fiind apoi 
obligat sa renunte la pozitia sa preeminenta in favoarea Sibiului, german §i, in consecinta, preferat de reprezentantii 
provinciali ai Casei de Habsburg. Inca din 1692, imperialii au incercat sa impuna, la Cluj, o formula de reglementare a 
raporturilor dintre cele patru religii „recepte”. In 1698, a fost reluata activitatea Colegiului iezuit, care in anul 1701 a fost 
ridicat la rangul de Academie, cu facultati de drept, teologie §i filosofie. Conscriptia locuitorilor Clujului, realizata in 1713, a 
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Consola / Sagittarius 


Consola / Aquarius 


Despite his uninspired political options, Michael Apafi nonetheless had the merit of endorsing the cultural 
development of Cluj. By concentrating several printing shops in the city, Cluj emerged as a major typographical centre. The 
most important Transylvanian typography of the time was run by Misztotfalusi Kiss Miklos, who had acquired his printing 
skills in Amsterdam. Returned home, he set up in Cluj the Tipografica officina, which had advanced printing devices for that 
time. But due to the political changes that ensued after 1690, Misztotfalusi, in a permanent conflict with the Hapsburg 
authorities, failed to complete his projects. After having expired (1702), the printing business in Cluj diminished. 
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consemnat existenta a 1172 de proprietari de case, dintre care 66 nobili, 776 me§te§ugari §i 64 negustori. intre 1713 §i 1735 
imperialii au construit pe dealul CetStuia o cetate bastionara, cu bastioane §i porti de piatrS, in care au fost incartiruite trupe 
imperiale, intretinute de populatia ora§ului. In acela§i an 1735 a fost ridicat peste Some§ „Podul Nemtilor”, rezervat 
garnizoanei imperiale de pe Cetatuie, pentru care a fost redeschisS poarta mica a Cetatii Vechi. Au fost adoptate mSsuri de 
organizare sanitarS, in urma marilor epidemii de ciumS din 1719 §i 1738-39. 

Academia iezuita s-a transformat 1753 in Colegiu Academic Universitar. Aici a activat o pleiada de profesori cu 
contribute didactice §i §tiintifice in mai multe domenii: Radnoti Joszef (filosofie, religie), Francisc Fassching (arheolog, 
istoric al antichitStii), Johann Fridvalszky (matematician, mineralog), Maximilian Holl (matematician, astronom). In 1776, 
odata cu desfiintarea ordinului iezuit, colegiul academic a fost preluat de cStre piari§ti. In 1775 s-au pus bazele invStSmantului 
medical cu specializari in oculistica (profesorul de specialitate fiind, din 1791, loan Piuariu Molnar), fiziologie, chimie, 
biologie, practicS medicals, medicinS veterinarS. Dupa o perioada mai dificila in primele decenii ale stapanirii imperiale, 
tipografia clujeana a cunoscut o perioada de remarcabila §i continua inflorire. 

Politica reformists promovata autoritatde imperiale a creat un cadru favorabil pentru afirmarea comunitatii 
romane§ti din Cluj. Comunitatea romaneasca din ora§, beneficiind de sprijinul discret al unor personalitati luminate din 
Transilvania, dar §i de acela al autoritatilor imperiale, a reu§it sa impuna construirea bisericii ortodoxe din deal (1795-1796) §i 
a uneia greco-catolice (1800-1803). Aceasta din urma, ctitorie a episcopului loan Bob, a fost prima biserica romaneasca 

ridicata in interiorul zidurilor ora^ului. 

* 

„Cetatean este acela care i§i iube§te patria”, se afirma, in secolul al XVII-lea, in Protocoalele ora^ului Cluj, ale caror 
consemnari adaugau: „Republica este numele ora§ului intreg, pentru care noi suntem datori sa murim §i sa-i oferim totul, sa-i 
dam §i sa-i consacram tot ce e al nostru”. Clujul era, a§adar, o republics urbanS, ai cSrui locuitori i§i considerau ora§ul ca fiind 
adevSrata lor patrie. Pentru locuitorii „ora§ului-comoarS”, dezvoltarea urbanisticS sau ordinea publics interna, repartizarea 
echitabilS a impozitelor sau organizarea administrate municipale erau, de foarte multe ori, mai importante decat politica 
principilor sau evenimentele europene. Vorbind limbi diferite, clujenii au §tiut sS convietuiasca, sS se accepte §i sS i§i respecte 
reciproc valorile, intr-un ora§ care nu a apartinut niciodatS unei singure etnii, unei singure categorii sociale sau unei singure 
confesiuni. AceastS remarcabila arts a convietuirii trebuie vSzutS ca fiind cea mai durabilS §i valoroasS dintre comorile 
acestui ora§. 
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THE AGE OF IMPERIAL RULE 


In the first decades of the imperial rule, tie city of Cluj housed, between 1719-1732, the headquarters of the Province 
of Transylvania, being later forced to give in for the city of Sibiu, a German city and consequently favored by the House of 
Hapsburg. Ever since 1692, the imperials tried to impose on Cluj some regulation on the shares of the four “accepted” 
religions. In 1698, the Jesuit College resumed its activity, and in 1701 it was upgraded as an Academy, with Law School, 
Theological and Philosophy Faculties. The citizens' conscription, carried out in 1713, confirmed 1,172 landlords, 66 of whom 
nobles, 776 craftsmen and 64 merchants. Between 1713 and 1735, the imperials built on the Citadel hill a fortress with 
bastions and stone gates, where imperial troops supported by the citizens were quartered. In the same year of 1735, the 
Germans’ Bridge was built across the river, solely for the use of the imperial garrison on the Citadel, for which the small gate 
of the Old Fortress opened. Sanitary measures were taken in the aftermath of the great plague epidemics of 1719 and 1738- 
39. 

The Jesuit Academy turned into the Academic University College in 1753. Here, a pleiad of professors brought their 
didactic and scientific contributions on several domains: Radnoti Joszef (philosophy, religion), Francisc Fassching 
(archeology, ancient history), Johann Fridvalszky (mathematician, mineralogist), Maximilian Holl (mathematician, 
astronomer). In 1776, once the Jesuit order was dissolved, the academic college was taken over by the Piarists. In 1775, 
medical education was founded here with specialization on ophthalmology (the specialty professor was loan Piuariu Molnar, 
starting with 1791), physiology, chemistry, biology, medical practice, veterinarian medicine. After a rather difficult period in 
the first decades of imperial rule, the Cluj printing business started blooming again. 

The reform in the policies carried out by the imperial authorities created a series of favorable circumstances for the 
Romanian community to flourish and assert itself. Benefiting from the discrete support of enlightened personalities of 
Transylvania, as well as that of imperial authorities, the Romanian community managed to build the Orthodox church on the 
hilltop (1795-1796) and the Greek-Catholic church (1800-1803). The latter, founded by bishop loan Bob, was the first 
Romanian church erected inside the city walls. 


“Citizen is whoever loves the homeland”, was written in the 17th century in the Cluj City Protocols, which also 
included: “Republic is the full name of the city, for which it is our duty to die and to give everything for, to pledge and dedicate 
all which is ours”. The city of Cluj was thus an urban republic, the citizens of which considered the city as their homeland. For 
the citizens of the “treasure city”, urban development or internal public order, the fair share of taxes or the organization of 
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Latura nordica a Pietei Centrale, pictura de Sardi Istvan / Northern front of the Central Square, painting by Sardi Istvan 
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Clujul la inceputul sec. XVIII, plan intocmit de G. M. Visconti / Cluj at the beginning of 18 th century, plan by G. M. Visconti 
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Clujul in a doua jumatate a sec. XVIII / Cluj in the second half of 18 th century 
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municipal administration were in many a times more important than the princes' politics or European events. Although of 
different mother tongues, the citizens knew how to live in peace, to accept and mutually respect one another’s values, in a city 
that never belonged to a single ethnic group, social category or confession. This remarkable art of tranquil cohabitation must 
be seen as one of the sustainable and valuable of all of the city’s treasures. 
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MIHALY MELINDA 

COMORI ALE “ORA§ULUI COMOARA” 


1. Cana Bocskai (1605/1606) 

Argint aurit, granulat, cizelat, tumat, gravat. 

Cana cu capac cu corp cilindric §i maner in forma de S. Corpul ciocanit al canii, profilat in registrul inferior $i in cel superior, este 
decorat cu un §ir de motive romboidale. Butonul capacului prezinta elementul principal al blazonului familiei: un leu cu o sageata. 
Pe partea inferioara a manerului apare acela§i blazon pe un scut de tip renascentist, iar partea superioara este decorata pe ambele 
laturi cu volute. Inscriptive canii: Barn Weselenyi Istvan /„nyertes lova neve Harom a tancz” (cu litere cursive, gravata pe partea 
exterioara a capacului), Kolozsvar Hdlg\>ei az 1859. Jul: 20diki/Nyertesnek (cu litere cursive, pe panglica lipita ulterior pe latura 
interioara a capacului), STEP[hanus] BO[cskai] DE KIS MAR[ja] PRl[nceps] TRANSYLVA[niae] (pe partea superioara a 
corpului, inconjurand o cununa de lauri cu insemnul Ordinului dragonului, care incadreaza blazonul familiei). Cana a fost donata 
Muzeului Ardeleandecatre Stephen Wesselenyi. 

I: 27,5 cm; Dt: 13,5 cm; Dg: 10cm 
Bibliografie: Bunta 1977. 356358. 

MNIT (nr. inv. F. 3656) 

COMUNITATEA ROMANO-CATOLICA 

2. Tamaiernita $i lingurita pentru tamaie (sec. XVII.) 

Tamaiemita din argint cu recipient alungit. 

Lingurita din argint, cu maner spiralat. Ambele provin de la biserica romano-catolica din Flore§ti. 

MNIT (nr, inv. F. 3279, a) 

COMUNITATEA EVANGHELICA LUTHERANA 

3. Cana cu capac (sec. XVII, me§terul LV) 

Argint aurit, tumat, ciocanit, gravat, cizelat. 

Corpul este articulat cu elemente verticale bombate pe partea superioara $i cea inferioara, decorate cu mascheroni $i fructe. Pe 
capac se afla o mica statueta tumata reprezentand o caprioara culcata. In interiorul capacului este gravat un cantar cu doua brate intr- 
o cununa de lauri $i monograma HTFs. Pe talpa apare sigla me$terului: LV. 
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MIHALY MELINDA 

TREASURES OF THE “TREASURE-CITY” 


1. Bocskai Cup (1605/1606) 

Gilt silver, granulated, chased, cast, engraved. 

Cilyndrical cup with lid and S-shaped handle. The hammered body of the cup, with profiles in the lower and upper part, is decorated 
with a string of rhomb shapes. The lid button displays the main element of the family blazon: a lion with an arrow. The lower part of 
the handle displays the same blazon on a Renaissance-style shield, and the upper part is decorated on both sides with volutes. The 
cup's inscription reads: Barn WeselenyiIstvan/,, nyertes lova neve Harom a tancz ” (engraved in italics, on the outer lit), Kolozsvar 
Holgyei az 1859. Jul: 20diki/Nyertesnek (engraved in italics, on the ribbon later stuck to the inner lid), 5T£P[hanus] £0[cskai] DE 
KIS MAR[ ja] PRI[ nceps] TRANSYL VA [niae] (on the top side of the body, surrounding a laurel wreathe with the emblem of the 
Order of the Dragon, which frames the family blazon). The cup was donated to the Transylvanian Museum by Stephen Wesselenyi. 
H: 27,5 cm; Bd: 13,5 cm; Gap Diagonal: 10 cm 
Bibliography: Bunta 1977.356358. 

MNIT (inv. no. F. 3656) 

THE ROMAN-CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

2. Censer and teaspoon for incense (18th century) 

Silver censer with elongated recipient. 

Silver teaspoon with spiraled handle. Both originate from the Roman-Catholic church in Flore$ti. 

MNIT (nr. inv. F. 3279, a) 

THE LUTHERAN EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY 

3. Cup with lid (17th century, craftsman LV) 

Gilt silver, cast, hammered, engraved, chased. 

The body is articulated with bulky vertical elements on the top and bottom, decorated with mascheroni and fruit. The lid displays a 
small chaste figurine representing a prone deer. The inside of the lid displays an engraved pair of scales in a laurel wreathe and the 
monogram HTFs. The bottom displays the craftsman's brand: LV. 
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Parohia Evanghelica Lutherana 

COMUNITATEA REFORMATA 

4. Cana fratilor Iona (1635, Paul Zilahi) 

Argint aurit, tumat, gravat, cizelat. 

Corp octogonal articulat de trei brauri formate din §iruri de motive trilobate §i crinuri decupate. Pe partea inferioara a manerului se 
afla un blazon renascentist. Corpul se sprijina pe picioare de leu dispuse pe sfere. Inscripta centrala a corpului este flancata de 
blazoanele comanditarului, inconjurate de inscripta: Psalm 11Z V 6 in memoria aetema ivstvs. Inscriptia centrala: A[nno] D[omini] 
1635 8 aprili / hoc vas[um] / ARGENTEVM IN / HONOREM DEI ET / VSVM ECCLESIAE OR/ THODOXAE CLAVDI/ 
OPOL[IT AN A E] DICATVM CON/ SECRATVM A DVOB[US] / FRA TRIB[US] GERMANIS / AN[D] REA NEMPE IONA[S] / 
TE[!JIONA[SJLITERA TO/INGRA TI[AM] PIENTISSI/MI(VSQVE) ANIMI/SIGNVM. Pe talpa apare siglame§terului: ZP(Paul 
Zilahi). Partea superioara a manerului este decorata cu un cap de inger inaripat. Pe capac este gravata inscriptia: BIBITE EXEO 
OMNES MA TXXVI V27. Butonul capacului este in forma de con de pin. Denumirea canii provine de la numele donatorilor (fratii 
gemeni Andreas lonas §i Ionas Literatus). 

I:43cm;Dt: 12cm;Dg: 14 cm 

Bibliografie: Bunta 1976,344345; Bunta2001, 109111. 

Parohia Reformata Centrala (nr. inv. 43) 

5. Cana cu capac (1685, Daniel Brassai) 

Argint aurit, tumat, gravat, ciocanit, cizelat, 

Corp hexalobat, prelucrat in tehnica “au repousse”. Pe suprafata corpului altemeaza decoratii ciocanite cu motive Rollwerk. Pe 
partea inferioara a talpii, inscriptie cu litere antiqua: TEKINT[etes] NAGY [sagos] KEMENY JANOS ES HAZAS TARSA 
TEK[intetes] NAGY [sagos] TELEKl ANNA CSINALTATTA A KOL[ozsvdri] ORTH[odox] ECCL[ezsi]ANAK A[nno] 1685. Pe 
talpa apare sigla me$terului: BD (Daniel Brassai). 

1: 36 cm; Dt: 16,5 cm; Dg: 13,5 cm 
Bibiografie: Bunta 1976,339. 

Parohia Reformata Centrala (nr. inv. 45.) 

6. Potir (1628, Luca Stin) 

Argint aurit, tumat, gravat, decupat, cizelat. 


58 



Lutheran Evangelical Parish 

THE REFORMED COMMUNITY 


4. Cup of Brothers Iona (1635, Paul Zilahi) 

Gilt silver, cast, engraved, chased. 

Octagonal body, triple-channels consisting of a series of triple-lobed motives and engraved lilies. A Renaissance blazon is 
displayed on the lower part of the handle. The body is supported by lion paws. The body's main inscription is framed by the sleeping 
partner's blazons, surrounded by the engraving: PSALM IIZW 6 INMEMORIA AETERNA IVSTVS. The central engraving: A[nno] 
D[omini] 1635 8 APRILI / HOC VAS[um] / ARGENTEVM IN / HONOREM DEI ET/ VSVM ECCLESIAE OR/ THODOXAE 
CLA VDI/ OPOL[ITANAE] DICA TVM CON/ SECRATVM A DVOB[US] / FRA TRIB[US] GERMANIS / AN[D]REA NEMPE 
IONA[S] / TE[!] IONA[S] LITERATO / IN G RATI [AM] PIENTISSI/MI (VSQVE) ANIMI / SIGNVM. The bottom displays the 
craftsman's bmnd: ZP (Paul Zilahi). The top handle is decorated with a flying angel. The lid reads the engraving: BIBITE EXEO 
OMNES MAT XXVI V 27. The lid button is pine cone-shaped. The name of the cup was given by its two donors (twin brothers 
Andreas Ionas and lonas Literatus). 

H:43cm;Bd: 12cm; Gap Diagonal: 14cm 
Bibliography: Bunta 1976,344345; Bunta 2001,109111. 

Central Reformed Parish (inv. no. 43) 

5. Cup with lid (1685, Daniel Brassai) 

Gilt silver, cast, engraved, hammered, chased. 

Six-lobe body, manufactured in the “au repousse” technique. Hammered decorations alternate with Rollwerk motives on the body. 
The lower foot reads in Antiqua characters: 7EKINT[etes] A^GL[sagos] KEMENY JANOS ES HAZAS TARSA TEK[intetes] 
nagy[sagos] TELEKIANNA CSINALTATTA A KOL[ozsvdri] ORTH[odox] ECCL[ezsi]ANAKA[nno] 1685. The bottom displays 
the craftsman's brand: BD (Daniel Brassai). 

H:36cm;Bd: 16,5 cm; Gap Diagonal: 13,5 cm 
Bibliography: Bunta 1976, 339. 

Central Reformed Parish (inv. no. 45.) 

6. Chalice (1628, Lucas Stin) 

Gilt silver, cast, engraved, hammered, chased. 
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Pe cupa neteda apare inscriptia inconjurata de o cununa de lauri: STINLUKACZ1628 §i A[nno] D[omini] 1628 si. Nodul sferic cu 
rotule se afla Tntre doua inele dintre care cea superioara este decorata cu rozete, iar pe cea inferioara apare inscriptia gravata cu 
minuscule gotice: maria. Talpa sexalobata prezinta omamente cu vrejuri traforate. Partea superioara a talpii este decorata cu motive 
geometrice incizate. 

1:22,5 cm; Dt: 12 cm; Dg: 9,5 cm 
Parohia Reformata Centrala (nr. inv. 50) 

7. Tava $i cana de botez (mijlocul sec. XVII) 

Argint aurit, tumat, tehnica “au repousse”. 

Tava de forma ovala, decorat cu ghirlande bogate de fructe alternate cu ma$ti grote$ti. 

Cana bombata, cu sectiune longitudinals ovala, avand capac decorat cu ingeri inaripati, iar pe corpul canii apar trei herme. Talpa 
canii este prevazuta cu un §ir de frunze de acant §i ghirlande de fructe. 

1:22 cm; Dt: 9 cm; Dg: 11 cm 

Bibliografie: Bunta 1976,340; Herepei 2002. 180196. 

Parohia Reformata Centrala I. 

COMUNITATEA UNITARIANA 

8. Paharul lui Francisc David (sec. XVI) 

Argint aurit, gravat, cizelat. 

Pahar cu soclu cu talpa hexagonala, gura hexalobata §i corp cu 12 laturi. Corpul este articulat de un §ir de funie flancat de cate un §ir 
de lalele stilizate. Pe partea superioara §i inferioara a recipientului apar omamente de funie $i §imri de palmete. Talpa este decorata 
cu motive traforate de crinuri alternate cu cvadrilobi. La aceea^i parohie se pastreaza inca un pahar identic cu paharul descris. In 
secolul al XVI-lea existau la Cluj doua comunitati unitariene, cea a maghiarilor §i cea a sa§ilor. In literatura de specialitate a fost 
formulata ipoteza conform careia copia fusese facuta probabil de catre acela$i me^ter aurar in secolul al XVI-lea, sau in secolul 
urmator, pentru a servi celei de-a doua comunitati. 

I:29cm;Dt: 13cm;Dg: 15 cm 

Biliografie: Kelemen 1982. 265280; Bunta 2001. 105108. 

Parohia Unitariana Nr. I. 

9. Potir donat de Peter Tolcseres (1636) 
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A laurel wreathe surrounds an engraving in Gothic lettering on a flat background: STINLUKACZ 1628 §i A[nno] D[omini] 1628 
SL. The spherical knot lays between two rings decorated with rosettes, on the lower ring being engraved with Gothic minuscules 
the word: maria. The six-sided lobed foot is decorated with fretworked stems. The upper part of the footing is decorated with 
geometrical motives. 

1:22,5 cm; Dt: 12 cm; Dg: 9,5 cm 
Central Reformed Parish (inv. no. 50) 

7. Tray and Baptism Cup (mid 17th century) 

Gilt silver, cast, “au repousse” technique. 

Ovoidal tray, decorated with rich fruit alternated with grotesque masks. 

The bulky cup is oval, longitudinally cut, and the lid is decorated with winged angels, with three herms on the body. The foot is 
decorated with a string of acanthus leaves and fruit garlands. 

H: 22 cm; Bd: 9 cm; Gap Diagonal: 11 cm 
Bibliography: Bunta 1976,340; Herepei 2002. 180196. 

Central Reformed Parish I. 

UNITARIAN COMMUNITY 

8. Francisc David’s Cup (sec. XVI.) 

Gilt silver, engraved, chased. 

Cup with hexagonal footing, six-sided mouth and twelve-sided body. The body is articulated by a woven rope model bordered on 
each sides by a thread of stylized tulips. Both upper and lower parts display rope ornaments and strings of palmettes. The foot is 
decorated with fretworked lillies alternated with four-lobed figures. The same parish holds an identical glass. In the 16 th century 
there were two Unitarian communities in Cluj, the Hungarian and the Saxon. The literature launched the hypothesis that the copy 
might have been made probably by the same goldsmith in the 16 ,h century, to serve the latter. 

H:29cm;Bd: 13 cm; Gap Diagonal: 15 cm 
Bibliography: Kelemen 1982.265280; Bunta 2001. 105108. 

Unitarian Parish No. I. 

9. Chalice donated by Peter Tolcseres (1636) 
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Argint aurit, tumat, cizelat, ciocanit la rece (“au repousse”), filigranat, gravat. 

Talpa hexalobata prezinta omamente de frunze de vita de vie $i ciorchini de struguri traforate, cu colturi accentuate de cate o frunza 
de acant. Talpa piramidala decorata pe laturi cu motive de vrejuri traforate, iar partea inferioara a talpii este traforata, decorata cu 
cvadrilobi. Nodul potirului are forma unei sfere turtite. Pe partea superioara a cupei este gravata urmatoarea inscriptie cu litere 
antiqua: EGY IGAZ ISTENNEK TISZTESSEGERE A / SZENT GVELEKEZETNEK EPVELETIRE / CZINALTATTA 

TEOLCZIERES PETER/ANNO 1636 DIE 12MARCY. 

I:23cm;Dt: 10cm;Dg: 13 cm. 

Bibliografie: Bunta 1977.350354; Bunta 2001,112113. 

ParohiaUnitarianaNr. I. 

Patena(1636,donatiavaduvei lui Peter Tolcseres) 

Argint aurit, gravat, cizelat. 

Inscriptie gravata pe dos: Teolczerespeterne anna aszoni anno domini 1636Die 12 Marcy. 

D: 12,5 cm. 

Bibliograie: Kelemen 1982,55. 

ParohiaUnitarianaNr. I. 

10. Cana cu capac (1606, me$terul SV) 

Argint aurit, incizat, cizelat. 

Corpul pe partea superioara $i cea inferioara este omamentat cu motive Rollwerk incizate. intr-o cununa de lauri se afla o inscriptie 
gravata cu litere antiqua, pe un fundal aurit: EZ LEGIEN/AZISTENNEK DI/CZERETIRE AZEO /ANAIAZENTEGIHAZA/NAK 
AZ AZTALANAK/ TIZTELETIRE A T/KOZOTLEGIEN VA/LAKIEZTMAGANAK/ TVLAIDONITIA/ANNO DOMINI/1606. 
Manerul tumat este decorat cu motive Rollwerk, partea superioara prezinta un cap de putti inaripat, iar partea inferioara un scut 
rena^centist. Butonul capacului este o statueta de sirena inaripata. Inscriptie antiqua, gravata pe talpa: EMMELLETKETKARAKAI 
ABROSAKETASTALRA VALO ESOTVENARANA TAZKETEGIHAZNAIKEPITESERE VALLO. Pe capac intr-o banda aurita este 
gravata cu litere antiqua numele comanditarului: Georg eiben Katharina. Pe talpa este gravat sigla me§terului: S V. 

I: 31,5 cm; Dt: 12,5 cm; Dg: 8,5 cm 
ParohiaUnitarianaNr. I. 
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Gilt silver, cast, chased, cold hammered (“au repousse”), worked in filigree, engraved. 

The six-sided lobed foot displays fretworked grapevine leaves and bunches of grapes, with one acanthus leave making each comer 
prominent. The pyramid foot is decorated on the sides with fretworked creeping stems, and the lower foot is fretworked, decorated 
with four lobes. The knot of the chalice is shaped like a flattened sphere. The top of the cup is engraved with Antiqua lettering: AZ 
EGY IGAZ ISTENNEK TISZTESSEGERE A / SZENT GVELEKEZETNEK EPVELETIRE / CZINALTATTA TEOLCZIERES 
PETER/ANNO 1636 DIE 12MARCY. 

H:23cm;Bd: 10 cm; Gap Diagonal: 13 cm. 

Bibliography: Bunta 1977. 350354; Bunta 2001,112113. 

Unitarian Parish No. I. 

Paten (1636, donation of Peter Tolcseres' widow) 

Gilt silver, engraved, chased. 

Inscription engraved on the bottom: Teolczerespeterneanna aszonianno domini 1636 Die 12 Marcy. 

D: 12,5 cm. 

Bibliography: Kelemen 1982,55. 

Unitarian Parish No. I. 

10. Cup with lid (1606, craftsman SV) 

Gilt silver, incised, chased. 

The lower and upper bodies are decorated with incised Rollwerk motives. A laurel wreathe surrounds an engraving in Antiqua 
lettering against a gilt background: EZ LEGIEN / AZ ISTENNEK DU CZERETIRE /tZ EO / ANAIAZENTEGIHAZA/ NAK ytZ 
AZTALANAK / TIZTELETIRE AT/ KOZOT LEGIEN VA/LAKIEZT MAGANAK/TVLA1DONITIA/ANNO DOMINI/1606. The 
cast metal handle is decorated with Rollwerk motives, the upper part with a winged putti head, the lower with a Renaissance shield. 
The lid button is a figurine of a winged mermaid. The Antiqua-lettered engraving on the foot reads: EMMELLET KET KARAKAI 
ABROSAKETASTALRA VALO ESOTVENARANA TAZKETEGIHAZNA /KEPITESERE VALLO. On the lid, in a golden strip, the 
sleeping partner's name is engraved in Antiqua lettering: GEORG EIBEN KATHAR1NA. The brand of the craftsman is engraved on 
the foot: S V. 

H: 31,5 cm; Bd: 12,5 cm; Gap Diagonal: 8,5 cm 
Unitarian Parish No. I. 
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SIGILIILE BRESLELORCLUJENE (SEC.XV-XVIII) 


11. Tipar de sigiliu al breslei aurarilor din Cluj (sec. XIV-XV) 

Disc de sigiliu din argint, fara miner. Chenarul dublu este intrerupt in mai multe locuri de o banda ce poarta inscriptia cu minuscule 
gotice: s[igillum] cehae aurifabrorum decoloswar. Incentrul sigiliului este reprezentat figura Sfantului Egidiu, protector al breslei 
aurarilor, §ezind, cu mitra episcopala §i o mantie cu falduri. Personajul tine in mana stanga un ciocan de aurar, iar in cea dreapta un 
pahar, in stanga lui se afla o nicovala. 

Bibliografie: Koszeghy 1936, 163; Breslele 1997,47; Bunta2001,235. 

MNIT(nr. inv. F.3076) 

12. Tipar de sigiliu al breslei tamplarilor din Cluj (1656) 

Pe discul sigiliului apare relieful unei mase “de tip italienesc”, instrumentele breslei §i inscriptia cu litere antiqua: Sigill[um] Cehae 
me ns ah c l a vdi [opoli ta n i] 1656. 

D: 3,5 cm 

MNIT (nr. inv. F.3052) 

13. Pahar cu soclu (sec. XVII, me$terul PauITolvaj sau Peter Turi) 

Argint aurit, tumat, tehnica “au repousse”. 

Pe corpul paharului decorat cu motive in forma de “lacrima” realizate prin ciocanire in adancire, tipice secolului al XVII-lea, apar 
imitatii de monede antice §i medalioane cu smalt bicolor avand suprafata deteriorate. Pe talpa apare sigla me$terului: TP (Paul 
Tolvaj sau PeterTuri). 

1:22,2 cm; Dt: 9,5 cm; Dg: 12 cm. 

Bibliografie: Bunta 1976,345346; Bunta 2001,124. 

MNIT (nr. inv. F. 3096) 

14. Paharele lui Gheorghe Bacsi (1633, Martin Gyulai jr.) 

Argint, ciocanit, incizat. Patru pahare ciocanite, care se intrepatrund. In registrul superior paharele sunt omamentate cu vrejuri 
incizate, iar in centru apare monograma BG §i blazonul comanditarului intr-un scut renascentist plasat intr-o cununa de lauri. 
Inscriptiapahareloresteaceea^i: BACZI 16/33 GEORGII. 

Bibliografie: Bunta 1977,358359; Bunta 2001,111. 

MNIT (nr. inv. F. 3088,3091, F. 3092, F. 3093) 
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SEALS OFCLUJ GUILDS (15™ 18™ CENTURY) 

11. Seal Pattern of the Goldsmiths’ Guild (14 ,h -15 ,h century) 

Silver seal disk, no handle. The double outer lining is interrupted repeatedly by a strip reading in Gothic lettering: s[igillum] cehae 
aurifabrorum decoloswar. The seal center displays the figure of St. Egidiu, the guilds' protector, seating, in his bishop's miter, and a 
pleated cloak. The character is holding a goldsmith hammer in his left hand, and a cup in his right hand; an anvil is located to the left. 
Bibliography: Koszeghy 1936,163; Breslele 1997,47; Bunta2001,235. 

MNIT (inv. no. F. 3076) 

12. Seal Pattern of the Carpenters’ Guild in Cluj (1656) 

The seal disk displays a Italian-style tables, the guilds' instruments and the inscription in Antiqua lettering: Sigill[um] Cehae 
mensari clavdi[opolitani] 1656. 

D: 3,5 cm 

MNIT (inv. no. F. 3052) 

13. Cup with Thick Foot (17th century, craftsman Paul Tolvaj or Peter Turi) 

Gilt silver, cast, “au repousse ’ technique. 

The body displays tear-shaped decorations made through in-depth hammering, typical for the 17 ,h century, with imitations of 
antique coins and medallions with two color enamel, deteriorated. The bottom displays the craftsman's brand: TP (Paul Tolvaj or 
PeterTuri). 

H: 22,2 cm; Bd: 9,5 cm; Gap Diagonal: 12 cm. 

Bibliography: Bunta 1976,345346; Bunta 2001, 124. 

MNIT (inv. no. F. 3096) 

14. The Cups of George Bacsi (1633, Martin Gyulai jr.) 

Silver, hammered, incised. 

Four hammered fuddling cups. In the upper part, the cups are adorned with incised creeping stems, and the center displays the BG 
monogram and the sleeping partner’s blazon in a Renaissance shield inside a laurel wreathe. The glasses bear the same inscription: 
BA CZl 16/33 GEORGII. 

Bibliography: Bunta 1977, 358359; Bunta 2001, 111. 

MNIT (inv. no. F. 3088,3091, F. 3092, F. 3093) 
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